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Our inspiring graduates 
Choosing to study at Melbourne is your first step towards an exciting 
career. You’ll join the ranks of thousands of inspiring leaders in 
the humanities and social sciences who began their journey at 
Melbourne. Among them are:   
�� Australian political leaders such as the first female Prime Minister 

of Australia, Julia Gillard, and former Australian Ambassador to 
Japan Mr Murray McLean OAM 
�� Journalists including Michelle Grattan, Jana Wendt, AFL reporter 

Samantha Lane and Malaysian TV presenter Siow Hui Mei
�� Entertainers such as Wouter ’Wally’ De Backer (Gotye),  

Myf Warhurst and Faustina ’Fuzzy’ Agolley 
�� Celebrated authors including Alex Miller and Christos Tsiolkas 
�� Australian cultural identities such as Germaine Greer and  

Manning Clark 
�� University Chancellors and Vice-Chancellors.

Times Higher Education 
World University 

Rankings 2012–2013

#2
8 i

n the world

#1 
in Australia
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FLEXIBILITY
Our innovative and flexible curriculum 
lets you tailor your degree to match 
your career goals.

CHOICE
Choose your areas of specialisation 
from over 30 study areas, including 
languages, history, psychology, 
economics, and media and 
communications. 

AIM HIGHER
Perform at your best among high-achieving  
students from around the world in one 
of Australia’s most popular degrees. 

FIRST-YEAR FOUNDATIONS
Learn new academic skills and 
experience a range of study disciplines 
in first year through our unique Arts 
Foundation subjects. 

DIVERSE OPPORTUNITIES
Access diverse career opportunities by 
gaining vital skills that are transferable 
across industries and professions.

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP 
Develop an international perspective 
through language study and enjoy 
opportunities to study overseas. 

Foundational knowledge  
and critical thinking for life
Kick-start your inspiring and flexible career with our Bachelor of Arts –  
one of Australia’s most popular degrees.

of teaching and  
research excellence

The Faculty of Arts:
150+ years

You will have access to the new Arts and Music Student Centre, where you can 
get course advice from staff or meet other students to collaborate on projects

8672-OffAdm.2014CourseBrochureArts27May.indd   3 4/06/13   3:09 PM
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Bachelor of Arts 
The Bachelor of Arts offers unique flexibility and an 
opportunity to focus on one or two majors in the fields 
of humanities, social sciences and languages.

Duration
3 years full time
Part time available Q

Fourth year honours available

Campus
Parkville

Contact hours (first year) W
10–14 hours per week

Extra requirements
Some language subjects require a 
proficiency test prior to enrolment.

Q	 Part-time study is not available to 
most international students due to 
visa restrictions.

W	 Based on full-time study load and may 
vary depending on subjects taken. You 
are also expected to undertake at least 
four hours of independent or group 
study for every contact hour.

QUICK FACTS

Entry requirements 
See page 22 for details

13MELB (13 6352)

13MELB@unimelb.edu.au

ba.unimelb.edu.au

twitter.com/gshss

youtube.com/gshssmelb

MORE INFO

A DEGREE THAT OPENS DOORS 
The Bachelor of Arts (BA) offers more 
than 30 study areas, available as majors 
and minors. You can build a degree 
that broadens your education and helps 
you to discover your true interests and 
potential, before entering the workforce 
or pursuing a graduate qualification. 

The degree builds vital skills that can be 
applied to a wide range of careers and 
study pathways, while allowing you to 
follow your passion. As a Melbourne Arts 
student, you will build interdisciplinary 
knowledge, community leadership skills 
and cultural awareness, graduating with 
the skills necessary to succeed in the 
rapidly changing global workplace. 

Overseas study options include 
student exchange at one of our 
prestigious partner universities 
and short-term overseas intensive 
subjects. You can also participate in 
accredited study overseas, and obtain 
vocational experience in community or 
professional organisations. 

WHAT DO I STUDY? 
The Bachelor of Arts requires the 
successful completion of 24 subjects –  
300 points in total, with subjects 
usually worth 12.5 points each. You will 
complete eight subjects, or 100 points 
of study, in each of the three year levels. 

First year 
In the first year, you will complete at 
least one Arts Foundation subject 
from a choice of six. These subjects 
introduce central Arts concepts, ideas 
and principles to assist in your academic 
transition to the University, and enable 
you to make informed study choices for 
the remainder of your degree. 

Second year 
By the second year you will have 
a better understanding of the Arts 
disciplines offered and be able to 
finalise your selection of majors and 
minors. In the second year, you will 
complete the second-year subjects in 
your major/s. 

Third year 
In third year, you will have the 
opportunity to engage in a capstone 
experience, which is designed to draw 
together the various strands of your 
undergraduate study and prepare you 
for life as a graduate. 

Melbourne Arts:  
the most popular  
degree in Victoria

Victorian Tertiary Admissions 
Centre 2013

I’m convinced I 
made the right 
decision!

“When it came to VTAC 
Change of Preference, I was 
tossing up between studying 
a BA at the University of 
Melbourne and doing an 
Arts/Law degree at another 
university. For me it came 
down to Melbourne’s world-
renowned reputation, location 
and the flexibility it would 
afford me to spread my wings 
and try new things.“
Rachel Withers
Bachelor of Arts 
Major in Media and 
Communications
President of the Melbourne 
Arts Student Society

30+ subject areas
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MAJORS AND MINORS 
A major or minor is a group of subjects 
within a specialised area of study. A 
major generally comprises 100 points 
of study (eight subjects), while a minor 
is usually 75 points (six subjects). In the 
Bachelor of Arts, you can complete:
�� One major, or
�� Two majors, or
�� A major and a minor. 

The sample course plans, opposite, 
show how you can structure your 
degree around these options.

You can study any of the following 
disciplines as a major or a minor:
�� Ancient World Studies 
�� Anthropology 
�� Arabic
�� Art History 
�� Asian Studies 
�� Australian Indigenous Studies 
�� Chinese
�� Classics
�� Creative Writing 
�� Criminology 
�� Economics 
�� English and Theatre Studies 
�� French
�� Gender Studies
�� Geography 
�� German
�� Hebrew and Jewish Studies
�� History 
�� History and Philosophy of Science 
�� Indonesian
�� Islamic Studies 
�� Italian
�� Japanese
�� Linguistics and Applied Linguistics 
�� Media and Communications 
�� Philosophy 
�� Politics and International Studies 
�� Psychology 
�� Russian
�� Screen and Cultural Studies 
�� Sociology 
�� Spanish and Latin American Studies.

You can study any of the following 
disciplines as a minor only:
�� Chinese Studies
�� Development Studies
�� English Language Studies
�� Environmental Studies
�� European Studies
�� Knowing and LearningE

�� Law and Justice
�� Social Theory. 

See pages 9–14 for descriptions of each 
of the majors and minors. 

Sample course plan – Bachelor Arts with one major Q 
Major in Japanese

Year 1

Semester 1 Japanese 1 International 
Politics Language

Generating 
the Wealth of 
Nations

Semester 2 Japanese 2
The World 
Since World 
War II

Law in Society Intercultural 
Effectiveness

Year 2

Semester 1 Japanese 3
Terrorism: 
Shifting 
Paradigms

Media and 
Everyday Life 
in Asia

Human Rights 
and Global 
Justice

Semester 2 Japanese 4
Introduction to 
Japanese 
Communication

Language, 
Society and 
Culture

Australia in the 
Wine World

Year 3

Semester 1 Japanese 5
Sign and 
Symbols in 
Japanese

Crimes of the 
Powerful

Leading 
Change in a 
Complex World

Semester 2 Japanese 6 Language and 
Identity Arts Internship

Knowledge, 
Learning and 
Culture

 Arts Foundation subjects    Major subjects    Elective subjects    Breadth subjectsW 

Sample course plan – Bachelor Arts with two majorsQ 
Majors in Asian Studies and History

Year 1

Semester 1 Power
Language and 
Power in Asian 
Societies

Myth, Art and 
Empire: Greece 
and Rome

Principles of 
Business Law

Semester 2 Representation The History of 
Now

International 
Politics

Jazz: The 
Improvisatory 
Spirit

Year 2

Semester 1
Human Rights 
in China and 
East Asia

Chinese 
Studies: Culture 
and Empire

Rebels and 
Revolutionaries Urban History

Semester 2 Contemporary 
Japan

The USA and 
the World: 
Democracy and 
Empire

Migrant Nation: 
Culture and 
Identity

Privacy Law 
and Social 
Networks

Year 3

Semester 1
Great Empires 
of Islamic 
Civilisation

The Modern 
Middle East

Race in 
America

Drugs that 
Shape Society

Semester 2

Identity, 
Ideology and 
Nationalism in 
Asia (capstone)

Chinese 
Politics and 
Society

Making History 
(capstone)

Work and the 
Law

 Arts Foundation subjects    Major subjects: Asian Studies    Major subjects: History 
 Elective subjects    Breadth subjectsW 

Sample course plan – Bachelor Arts with a major  and a minor Q 
Major in Philosophy and minor in Development Studies

Year 1

Semester 1
Philosophy: 
The Big 
Questions

Reason The Developing 
World

Natural 
Environments

Semester 2 Aboriginalities From Plato to 
Einstein

Famine: The 
Geography of 
Scarcity

Urban 
Environments

Year 2

Semester 1
Science, 
Reason and 
Reality

Nietzsche and 
Critics

Working with 
Value

Human 
Behaviour and 
Environment

Semester 2 Ethical Theory
Development 
in the 21st 
Century

Community 
Volunteering 
for Change

Leaves to 
Landscape

Year 3

Semester 1 Knowledge and 
Reality

Asian and 
Comparative 
Philosophy

Power, 
Ideology and 
Inequality

Owning Ideas: 
Creation, 
Innovation and 
Law

Semester 2
The Philosophy 
of Philosophy 
(capstone)

Africa: 
Environment, 
Development, 
People

The Rise 
of Modern 
Science, 
1500–1750

Positive 
Communities 
and 
Organisations

 Arts Foundation subjects    Major subjects    Minor subjects 
 Elective subjects    Breadth subjectsW 

Q	 This is a sample course plan only. Subjects offered may change from year to year. You will be 
advised of current subject offerings prior to subject selection and enrolment.

W	 You must complete at least four breadth subjects, plus another two subjects either as breadth or 
from your core studies. For details on breadth, see page 6.

E	 Subject to Academic Board approval

A
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s
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BREADTH: BROADENING 
YOUR EMPLOYMENT 
PROSPECTS 
Employers look for graduates who are 
adaptable and bring unique skills and 
knowledge to the workplace. 

Through breadth, you can take subjects 
from outside your core study area. This 
allows you to:
�� Develop your interests and discover 

new opportunities 
�� Pursue a skill or passion, such as 

music or law 
�� Learn to look at issues from a 

different angle 
�� Work with students from different 

courses and backgrounds – just as 
you would in the workplace.

Selecting your breadth subjects 
Your breadth selection can be as broad 
or targeted as you like. There are more 
than 200 breadth subjects available to 
Arts students, including:
�� Cities: From Local to Global 
�� Genetics and the Evolution of Life 
�� Global Health, Security and 

Sustainability 
�� Human Physiology 
�� Making Movies 
�� Managing and Leading Organisations 
�� Owning Ideas: Creation, Innovation 

and Law 
�� Wellbeing, Motivation and 

Performance 
�� World Music Choir. 

You can choose to take a breadth track, 
which will help you select from the 
multitude of breadth subjects available. 
A breadth track is a set of three or more 
subjects that progressively develops 
knowledge and skills relevant to a 
particular theme, topic or issue. 

Following are some of the breadth 
tracks available to Bachelor of Arts 
students (note that some breadth tracks 
may have additional prerequisites):
�� Climate Change
�� Data Analysis
�� Doing Business in Asia
�� Feeding the World’s Population
�� Greening Urban Landscapes
�� Law – Corporate and Business Law
�� Marketing Communications and 

Branding
�� Music, Mind and Wellbeing
�� People and Environment
�� Popular Music
�� Wine and Food
�� Your Money or Your Life
�� Youth, Citizenship and Identity.

	 breadth.unimelb.edu.au/breadth 

ARTS FOUNDATION 
SUBJECTS
The Faculty of Arts has developed six 
first-year foundation subjects, which 
offer cross-cultural perspectives on a 
number of historical and contemporary 
themes. 

These subjects are designed to: 
�� Introduce you to core ideas across 

a wide range of study areas, and 
different ways of understanding 
complex issues
�� Assist you in making an informed 

decision about your specialisation or 
major
�� Provide you with the essential skills 

and resources for further study 
�� Help you improve your skills 

in research, planning and 
communication.

You must complete at least one Arts 
Foundation subject, preferably in the 
first semester of your degree.

You can choose from the following 
subjects:
�� Aboriginalities
�� Identity
�� Language
�� Power
�� Reason
�� Representation.

CAPSTONE SUBJECTS 
Capstone subjects, taken in the final 
year of your degree, incorporate an 
activity or experience, including an 
examination or research project, which 
requires you to consider broader 
themes relevant to your discipline. 

The BA is the 
degree of choice 
and diversity 

“I chose Melbourne for 
its renowned reputation, 
both domestically and 
internationally. It seemed to 
me to have the best resources, 
facilities and opportunities  
on offer.”
Dexter Gillman
Bachelor of Arts
Majors in Politics and Media 
and Communications
Education Officer, Melbourne 
Arts Students Society

6	  coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au

The BA was the  

first Melbourne degree, 
offered from 1855
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INTERNSHIPS
Arts internship subject 
This unique subject allows you to 
gain real-world experience at a 
leading organisation. Through your 
80-hour work placement and written 
assessment, you’ll have the chance 
to apply your university learnings to 
practical situations, and make valuable 
connections with employers. You will 
also learn more about the types of roles 
available after graduation, which will 
help you make future career decisions. 

Community Volunteering  
for Change
This subject gives you the opportunity 
to broaden your academic experience 
by getting involved in community 
volunteering projects and work 
placements. You will spend the 
equivalent of around one day per week 
(80 hours minimum) during semester as 
an intern in a not-for-profit organisation. 
This gives you the opportunity to 
apply knowledge and skills acquired 
during your course to address issues of 
significance to the community. 

Discipline-specific internship 
subjects 
Specific internships are available to 
students studying majors in Criminology, 
Sociology, and Politics and International 
Studies. Places are limited and are 
usually awarded to high achievers.

Criminology and Sociology 
internships: 
�� Sociology Internship 
�� Socio-legal studies workplace visits 
�� Law, Justice and Social Change

Politics and International Studies 
internships: 
�� Parliamentary Internship 
�� Public Affairs Internship 
�� Uni-Capitol Washington Congress 

Internship 

FIELDWORK SUBJECT 
Our Arts fieldwork subject, On 
Country Learning: Indigenous Studies, 
enables you to go into a real research 
environment in the field and gain 
valuable skills and training. You can take 
this subject if you’re studying Politics 
and International Studies or Australian 
Indigenous Studies. 

OVERSEAS INTENSIVE 
SUBJECTS 
These subjects give you an amazing 
opportunity to study in another country, 
and gain an international perspective and 
a competitive edge. If you’re studying a 
language, immersing yourself in a new 
culture can dramatically improve your 
language skills. 

Places are limited and can often be 
competitive. 

Art History travel subjects: 
�� Art Fieldwork 
�� Contemporary Culture (available as 

part of fourth-year honours) 

History travel subjects: 
�� The Graeco-Roman City in Antiquity 
�� Venice Cultures of Consumption 

China travel subject: 
�� Intensive Chinese Program: China 

Italy travel subjects: 
�� Contemporary Italy: Study Abroad
�� The Story of Italian: Study Abroad 

France travel subject: 
�� Paris: Ville Lumiere (on site in Paris) 
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Apply your learning in the real world 
Our internship, workplace and overseas subjects can help you gain practical 
experience, build valuable career networks and experience new cultures. 

  ba.unimelb.edu.au/enrich

Down and dirty with practical 
summer archaeology

Want to become an archaeologist? You’ll need to learn some hands-on 
skills such as surveying, excavation and artefact analysis. That’s where the 
summer intensive subject ‘Practical Archaeology’ comes in. It gives you a 
chance to get your hands dirty on a real-life dig site at a historic homestead 
in Melbourne, and will introduce you to some of the fieldwork, scientific 
and interpretative methods involved in working as an archaeologist.

The subject was developed in collaboration with professional consulting 
archaeologists and heritage agencies, as well as representatives from 
Aboriginal Affairs Victoria and Heritage Victoria.

Take an   

internship 
subject at a 

non-profit organisation
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A career with a difference 
Melbourne Arts graduates enjoy challenging and 
rewarding careers in a diverse range of industries, 
both locally and abroad. 

WORKPLACE SKILLS 
Our graduates find that studying a 
range of disciplines across their Arts 
degree equips them with flexible 
thinking skills and opens up an array of 
career opportunities. Each major will 
give you specialised skills in a certain 
discipline or field, but all our majors 
will give you the following skills and 
attributes essential in the workplace: 
�� Problem-solving skills – applicable 

in the workplace for issues 
management, consultancy, planning, 
people management and diplomacy
�� Excellent written and oral 

communication skills – vital for any 
position of leadership, influence or 
innovation 
�� Analytical and planning skills and 

knowledge – necessary for any 
role that requires planning, risk 
management or project management 
�� Understanding of cultural diversity – 

important for careers in international 
relations, community development, 
translating and diplomacy
�� Ability to think creatively and 

innovatively – essential for roles in 
marketing and advertising, logistics, 
publishing and editing, consultancy 
and planning 
�� Ethical leadership skills. 

PATHWAYS TO GRADUATE 
STUDY
Bachelor of Arts graduates can complete 
further study at graduate level, through 
coursework or research programs. 

Programs at the Graduate School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences 
allow students to develop advanced 
knowledge in a selected discipline 
and acquire professional skills for a 
rewarding and meaningful career. 
Specialised programs are also offered 
by other graduate schools at the 
University of Melbourne. 

See pages 20–21 for more information. 

WHERE ARE OUR ARTS 
GRADUATES NOW? 
Melbourne Bachelor of Arts graduates 
have diverse skills which enable them 
to work in a wide range of occupations, 
depending on where their passions, 
experience and opportunities take them. 

Some of the entry-level positions taken 
up by recent graduates include:
�� Arts administrator
�� Business consultant
�� Communications officer
�� Conservator
�� Editor
�� Electronic and desktop publisher
�� Executive officer
�� Media adviser
�� Policy officer
�� Project manager
�� Research assistant
�� Student adviser
�� Technical writer
�� Training coordinator
�� Travel writer.

For more information about graduate 
destinations, visit: 

	
ba.unimelb.edu.au/pathways/
graduate_destinations.html 

A moment 
with Tracy 
Sun, Editor 
of 588 
Magazine 

The application process 
for the key position at 
Melbourne’s largest Chinese 
language magazine was highly 
competitive, but Arts alumni 
Tracy Sun felt prepared. During 
her degree she focused on 
getting her work published, 
even though she usually 
wasn’t paid for her time, which 
meant she could demonstrate 
experience and enthusiasm 
during her interview.

“During my studies I was head 
of the Chinese Publisher’s 
Group at the University, and 
helped to make a magazine 
with fellow students. I also 
worked at Australian Chinese 
Daily,” she said. 

Tracy believes students should 
use their time at university  
to find out what they enjoy  
and to work out their own 
identity – one that is unique 
and will help them find a place 
in the competitive job market.#9 in the world for 

graduate employability
QS World University Rankings 2012

Join our graduates at 
some of the world’s most 
influential organisations:
-	 ANZ 
-	 Australian government
-	 Fairfax newspapers
-	 IBM
-	 Lonely Planet
-	 United Nations 
-	 World Vision
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Arts majors  
A major is a group of subjects within a particular 
study area. You can choose up to two majors as 
the focus of your degree. Read more about the 
majors available on the following pages.

ANCIENT WORLD STUDIES 
Ancient World Studies is the study of 
Classical Greece and Rome, as well 
as Egypt and the Near East, from 
3000 BCE to the 4th century CE. 
You can choose a variety of subject 
streams, which combine the study 
of ancient languages and texts in 
translation (such as myth, literature, 
history and philosophy) with the study 
of archaeology, art and architectural 
monuments. You can focus on a 
particular time period, geographic region, 
technical specialisation (such as myth or 
ceramics) or thematic area of study. 

Career paths include archaeology, 
classics teaching, curatorship, tourism, 
librarianship and archival work, and 
academic research. 

ANTHROPOLOGY 
Anthropology is the study of the 
many societies and cultures of the 
world and their complex interaction. 
Anthropology’s global scope is 
complemented by a local focus, 
and a unique perspective gained 
by participation in the daily life and 
language of the communities studied. 
Contemporary social anthropology 
asks broad and detailed questions 
about what it means to be human in a 
globalised world, as well as providing 
a critical vantage point from which to 
reflect on ourselves and others.

Career paths include archaeology, 
history, academia, sociology, 
government and consultancy. 

ARABIC
The Arabic program offers an integrated 
way of studying Arabic language and 
aspects of Arab and Islamic culture. 
Beyond studying the language itself, you 
also have the opportunity to learn about 
the nature of living, seeing, acting and 
interacting in the ’Arab way’. You will 
develop language proficiency, as well 
as awareness of issues related to Arabic 
literature, history, sociology and religion.

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, translation, 
communications and government. 

ART HISTORY 
The University of Melbourne is 
the premier provider of art history 
education in Australia. Thematic and 
interdisciplinary subjects deal with 
the theories of art history, art and the 
market, prints and other issues. Areas 
of specialisation include late antiquity, 
medieval, renaissance, baroque, 
18th and 19th century European art, 
modernism and postmodernism, 
contemporary art, Indigenous Australian 
art and international art.

Career paths include art curatorship, arts 
promotion, arts management, history, 
arts policy and communications. 

ASIAN STUDIES 
Knowledge of Asia is a crucial asset 
at this time of rapid globalisation 
and social change. Our Asian 
Studies program is one of the 
largest in Australia and comprises a 
comprehensive range of subjects in 
the intellectual, cultural, political and 
religious traditions of Asia, with a 
focus on China, Indonesia, Japan and 
South East Asia. Asian Studies subjects 
are taught in English and do not 
require language prerequisites. Study 
abroad programs and opportunities to 
participate in events and activities with 
an Asian focus are available. 

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, communications and 
government. 

See the course plan on page 5.

AUSTRALIAN INDIGENOUS 
STUDIES 
The Australian Indigenous Studies 
major offers unique perspectives on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
histories and culture. Themes include 
Indigenous cultural production, key 
thinkers and concepts, settler and 
Indigenous environmental ethics, 
Aboriginal women and colonialism, 
Indigenous health, and issues relating 
to land, law and philosophy.

Career paths include community 
development, policy, sociology and 
government. 

CHINESE
Learn to speak one of the most 
important languages in the world. By 
taking Chinese language you can learn 
about the history and contemporary 
culture of one of Australia’s most 
important trade and cultural partners. 
As a Chinese speaker you would 
become eligible for many new 
emerging employment opportunities. 
You will be placed in an appropriate 
class level according to your ability and 
background in the language.

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, translation, 
communications and government. 

CLASSICS
In this major, you will study the 
languages of Ancient Greek and Latin, 
exploring ancient culture through the 
literature of ancient Greece and Rome 
in the original languages. You will 
progress through one or both of these 
languages from beginner through to 
advanced levels. 

Career paths include teaching and 
academia, government, policy 
development, public service, 
librarianship and archival work, and 
heritage consultancy.

#1 in Victoria  
#13 in the world
For English Language  
and Literature
QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013

A
rt

s 
m

aj
o
rs

8672-OffAdm.2014CourseBrochureArts27May.indd   9 4/06/13   3:10 PM

http://coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au/


10	  coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au

CREATIVE WRITING 
This major lets you explore your 
creative potential and extend your 
work to avant-garde, cross-genre and 
experimental forms of writing. You will 
critically test the creative potential and 
influence of contemporary theoretical 
and philosophical schools of thought 
in all forms of writing. Areas of 
specialisation include fiction, poetry, 
poetics, non-fiction, performance and 
writing for theatre, and autobiography. 
Teachers in the creative writing 
program include award-winning writers. 

Career paths include writing, publishing, 
editing, corporate communications and 
marketing. 

CRIMINOLOGY 
Criminology is the study of human 
behaviour and explores the motivations 
behind criminal activities. It draws 
knowledge and perspectives from 
a range of disciplines such as law, 
sociology, psychology, psychiatry and 
history. Criminologists work in a wide 
range of fields including policy, crime 
prevention, corporate and white-collar 
crime, business regulation, drug policy 
and consumer and environmental 
protection. Increasingly, criminologists 
also study the ways cultures depict 
crime, whether in newspapers, 
television and other mass media or in 
films, novels and art.

Career paths include legal advising, 
policing, policy development, sociology, 
defence and government. 

ECONOMICS 
Economics is essential to modern life, 
because it seeks to understand, assess 
and explain the mechanisms of markets 
and national economies. The Economics 
major builds problem-solving skills that 
are applicable to careers in business 
and government. It will teach you how 
to analyse and interpret data and equip 
you with the tools to find smart solutions 
for the numerous problems confronting 
governments and the commercial world. 
Three areas of study are available within 
the main discipline: microeconomics, 
macroeconomics and econometrics, 
and quantitative methods. Students who 
wish to pursue a major in Economics 
through the Bachelor of Arts degree a 
re required to meet the maths 
prerequisites as determined by the 
Faculty of Business and Economics.  
See page 22 for more details. 

Career paths include human resources, 
project management, marketing and 
communications, management and 
consultancy. 

Sample course plan – Bachelor Arts Q 
Majors in Economics and Media and Communications 

Year 1

Semester 1 Power
Introduction 
to Cinema 
Studies

Quantitative 
Methods 1

Introductory 
Micro-
economics

Semester 2 Language The Secret Life 
of Language Law in Society

Introductory 
Macro-
economics

Year 2

Semester 1
Understanding 
Australian 
Media

Introduction to 
Media Writing

Quantitative 
Methods 2

Intermediate 
Macro-
economics

Semester 2 Net Communi-
cations

Cognitive 
Psychology

Criminal Law 
and Political 
Justice

Intermediate 
Micro-
economics

Year 3

Semester 1
Marketing  
Communica-
tions

Writing 
Journalism

Basic 
Econometrics

Micro-
economics

Semester 2
Perspectives in 
Global Media  
Cultures

Perception, 
Memory and 
Cognition

Global 
Criminology

Macro-
economics

 Arts Foundation subjects    Major subjects: Economics 
 Major subjects: Media and Communications    Elective subjects    Breadth subjectsW 

Q	 This is a sample course plan only. Subjects offered may change from year to year. You will be 
advised of current subject offerings prior to subject selection and enrolment.

W	 Due to the structure of the Economics major, six subjects must be allocated to the breadth 
component of the degree. 

ENGLISH AND THEATRE 
STUDIES 
English and Theatre Studies is a 
combined program, and you can 
specialise in either area. It offers studies 
in imaginative writing and dramatic 
performance, focusing on their forms 
and traditions, and on the myriad 
ways they engage with the everyday 
world. The program offers subjects 
in a wide range of fields, from the 
medieval to romanticism, modernism, 
postmodernism and beyond. This 
includes British, Australian, American 
and postcolonial writing and theatre, and 
literary, cultural and performance theory.

Career paths include authorship, 
publishing, arts management, corporate 
communications, cinema management, 
and marketing. 

FRENCH
French is one of the world’s major 
international languages. It is spoken by 
over 200 million people in 43 countries, 
on five continents. A knowledge of 
French may increase access to careers 
in international relations, development 
studies, business, science and the arts. 
The overall objective of the French 
program is to teach you to process 
information from a wide variety of 
materials in French, both written and 
spoken, and to produce accounts and 
discussions of that information in a 
variety of forms. 

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, translation, 
communications and government. 

An abundance  
of options! 

“I’m glad to be at university 
because my social horizons 
have expanded a lot and I have 
gained more independence 
in the academic system. I like 
being able to choose subjects 
I like and to set my timetable 
instead of having it set out  
for me.”
Exxy Chen
Bachelor of Arts
First year
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An agent for 
positive change  

“The highlight for me was 
studying cultural geography, 
which goes into the 
philosophy of how and why 
humans interact with the 
environment. Since graduating 
I have founded Polykala, a 
not-for-profit social enterprise 
that delivers training to newly 
arrived asylum seekers, 
refugees and migrants on 
environmental awareness, 
community leadership and 
youth empowerment.”
Ananth Gopal 
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) 
Major in Geography

GENDER STUDIES
Gender Studies considers the effect 
of gender and sexuality on a range of 
discourses embedded within cultures, 
identities and global histories. Graduates 
possess exceptional skills in creative 
and critical thinking, textual and visual 
analysis, and writing and communication. 
The training you will receive in the role 
of gender in everyday life and in global 
cultures also provides crucial preparation 
for dealing with the gendered nature of 
the workplace. Subjects consider ideas 
about sexual difference, sexual politics 
and sexuality through close engagement 
with a broad variety of theorists, case 
studies and media. 

Career pathways include sociology, 
community development, policy 
development, government, academia 
and research. 

GEOGRAPHY 
Geography examines the dynamic 
relationships between societies and 
environments. It is a globally focused 
discipline that seeks to understand the 
complex connections between people 
and place in order to work towards a 
more equitable world. Field classes in 
Australia and overseas offer students 
the opportunity to explore and examine 
geographical issues and problems first 
hand.

Career paths include consulting, policy, 
biodiversity conservation, climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, 
disaster risk management, international 
development, natural resource 
management, rural and urban planning, 
and sustainable urban development.

GERMAN
German has more than 100 million native 
speakers and is one of the most popular 
languages worldwide. A knowledge of 
German opens up the rich culture of 
German-speaking Europe as well as its 
history, philosophy, literature, music 
and scientific traditions. The German 
program has a proud history of more 
than half a century at the University and 
provides the opportunity to complete 
part of your studies overseas through 
scholarships and exchange programs. 
You will be placed in an appropriate 
class level according to your ability and 
background in the language.

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, translation, 
communications and government. 

HEBREW AND JEWISH 
STUDIES
The Hebrew and Jewish Studies 
program offers an unparalleled 
opportunity to study the development 
of Jewish civilisation, Israeli history and 
culture, and the Hebrew language. The 
Hebrew and Jewish Studies program 
investigates the history, literature, 
archaeology, philosophy, ethnography 
and social theory of Jewish society 
and culture. You will engage in 
contemporary debates about ethnicity 
and identity, assimilation, exile and 
Diaspora cultures.

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, translation, teaching, and 
religious and community work.  

HISTORY 
The History curriculum offers you the 
opportunity to understand the worlds of 
the past, to reflect on the making of the 
present, and to develop the capacities 
to locate information, analyse evidence, 
think critically and communicate 
effectively. The discipline offers both 
great range and detailed attention to 
particular places, times and themes. 
Courses extend from the medieval 
world to the great empires, to our most 
immediate past. All offerings reflect 
the latest developments in historical 
research and vocational practice.

Career paths include teaching and 
academia, government, policy 
development, public service, 
librarianship and archival work, and 
heritage consultancy.

See the course plan on page 5.

HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY 
OF SCIENCE 
The aim of History and Philosophy of 
Science is to understand science – how 
it works, its historical development and 
its function in modern society. History 
and Philosophy of Science integrates 
philosophical, historical and sociological 
approaches to the study of science. You 
will gain analytical skills in evaluating 
scientific (and non-scientific) knowledge 
as well as a broad understanding of the 
historical development of science in its 
interactions with philosophy, religion 
and society. 

Career paths include history, sociology, 
government, teaching, academia and 
research. 

INDONESIAN
Learn the language of one of Australia’s 
closest neighbours. By learning 
Indonesian you will open up many 
interesting employment opportunities 
in Indonesia and with the many 
organisations who work with the 
country’s population of over 200 million, 
including the Australian Government. 
You will be placed in an appropriate 
class level according to your ability and 
background in the language.

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, translation, 
communications and government.

ISLAMIC STUDIES 
Islam is one of the fastest-growing 
religions in the world, embraced 
by around one-fifth of the world’s 
population. Through the Islamic Studies 
program, you will study the development 
of Islamic thought and Muslim 
societies from a broad multidisciplinary 
perspective. Islamic Studies addresses 
the issues relevant to the development of 
Islam as a religion and civilisation from 
its origins to the present. 

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, communications, 
government and policy development.
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ITALIAN 
Study Italian language and culture 
in one of Australia’s leading Italian 
language programs. Learn the language 
of a culturally rich country to help with 
your own travel, and learn how Italy 
has influenced Australian art, food 
and lifestyle. You will be placed in an 
appropriate class level according to your 
ability and background in the language.

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, translation, 
communications and government. 

JAPANESE
Our Japanese program is one of the 
largest in Australia. The language 
subjects, taught at a range of levels 
from beginner to advanced, are 
designed to maximise acquisition of 
the language and to develop your 
communication skills in various 
types of texts, interactional contexts 
and strategic aspects of meaning-
making. You will also develop a broad 
understanding of cultural, social and 
historical aspects of Japan. 

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, translation, 
communications and government. 

See the course plan on page 5.

LINGUISTICS AND APPLIED 
LINGUISTICS 
Linguistics is the study of language in 
all its aspects, including its structure, 
its diversity, how it changes and 
evolves, how people learn and make 
use of it to communicate, and how it is 
implicated in relations of power. This 
major will give you an insight into the 
most fundamental of all human faculties, 
developing strong analytical skills and a 
foundation for work in diverse areas.

Career paths include translation, 
teaching, language assessment, research, 
communications and consultancy. 

See the course plan on page 13.

MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 
The study of Media and Communications 
offers you foundational knowledge for 
the 21st century. It equips you with a 
critical understanding of the constantly 
changing global media environments 
and technologies, and provides core 
research and professional skills valued 
across a range of media sectors. A wide 
array of subjects is available, covering 
key developments in media industries 
and new communication technologies, 
and their effect on politics, society  
and culture. 

Career paths include journalism, 
publishing, public relations, marketing, 
communications and media 
management. 

See the course plan on page 10.

Studying relevant,  
real-world topics

“Choosing to specialise in Media 
and Communications came as 
a result of my natural affinity for 
writing and a fascination with 
how new technologies and media 
coverage affect our lives.”
Jack Palazzo
Bachelor of Arts
Major in Media and 
Communications

#1 in Australia  
#14 in the world
For Communication and  
Media Studies
QS World University Rankings by Subject 2013

PHILOSOPHY 
Philosophy is the study of the most 
fundamental aspects of reality and value. 
Every area of inquiry and endeavour – 
from art and history through politics and 
economics to biology and mathematics 
– generates philosophical issues about 
our world and our place in it. Work 
in philosophy involves the creative, 
critical task of constructing, clarifying 
and comparing ideas. We dig into the 
fundamental assumptions beneath our 
everyday views, to see how they hang 
together, how they can be improved, or 
how we might have reason to prefer one 
over another. 

Career paths include analysis and 
research, policy development, education 
and training, ethics, communications and 
academia. 

See the course plan on page 5.

POLITICS AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 
The Politics and International Studies major 
gives you an understanding of the main 
political issues, institutions, ideas and 
actors that dominate the local, national 
and international agenda. It explores 
the relationships between countries and 
regions, and the international system as a 
whole. The wide range of issues and topics 
covered includes globalisation, regionalism, 
environmental politics, American power 
and diplomacy, and international relations. 

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, multinational 
business, politics, policy development 
and government. 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
Taught at the University since the late 
1800s, psychology is intellectually 
fascinating and has direct applications 
to everyday life. As a discipline, it 
embraces a wide range of perspectives 
and approaches that contribute to the 
scientific study and understanding of 
behaviour, especially human behaviour. 

If you would like to work as a registered 
psychologist in Australia you will 
need to complete the Australian 
Psychology Accreditation Council 
(APAC)-accredited major sequence, 
as illustrated in the sample course 
plan. This leads to further study, after 
which you can become an accredited 
psychologist. To complete an accredited 
major, you must complete 10 subjects, 
including two as breadth. 

Career paths include psychology 
practice, community health, 
government and human behaviour.

RUSSIAN
Russia is and will continue to be one 
of the world’s largest political powers. 
Speakers of Russian can better 
understand the place of this rich and 
diverse country and where it is placed 
in politics, economics and culture. You 
will be placed in an appropriate class 
level according to your ability and 
background in the language.

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, translation, 
communications and government. 

Sample course plan – Bachelor Arts Q 
Majors in Psychology and Linguistics and Applied Linguistics 

Year 1
Semester 1 Mind, Brain and 

Behaviour 1 Identity Understanding 
Society

Critical Thinking 
with Data

Semester 2 Mind, Brain and 
Behaviour 2 Aboriginalities The Secret Life 

of Language
Seeing: The 
Whole Picture

Year 2

Semester 1 Development 
Psychology Phonetics Cognitive 

Psychology
Biological 
Psychology

Semester 2
Personality 
and Social 
Psychology

Second 
Language 
Learning and 
Teaching

Syntax Dangerous 
Earth

Year 3

Semester 1
Research 
Methods for 
Human Inquiry

 Semantics First Language 
Acquisition Arts Internship

Semester 2

Psychological 
Science: 
Theory and 
Practice

Advanced 
Studies 
of Human 
Cognition

Exploring 
Linguistics 
Diversity 
(capstone)

The Psycho-
pathology of 
Everyday Life

 Arts Foundation subjects    Major subjects: Psychology 
 Major subjects: Linguistics and Applied Linguistics    Elective subjects    Breadth subjectsW 

Q	 This is a sample course plan only. Subjects offered may change from year to year. You will be 
advised of current subject offerings prior to subject selection and enrolment.

W	 You must complete at least four breadth subjects, plus another two subjects either as breadth or 
from your core studies. For details on breadth, see page 6.
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SCREEN AND CULTURAL 
STUDIES 
This major embraces a wide range 
of material: film and popular media; 
screen histories; Australian, Hollywood 
and arthouse cinemas; everyday 
life; television and entertainment; 
ethnographic and documentary cinema; 
computer games; the internet; and 
the representation of global cultures. 
It offers subjects about the nature and 
history of film and cultural studies. These 
include such issues as film and screen 
aesthetics, identity and gender, sexuality 
and spectatorship, the nature of narrative 
structures and class ideologies. 

Career paths include art curatorship, 
sociology, government and academia. 

SOCIOLOGY 
Sociology explores issues related to 
contemporary families, gender relations, 
ethnic, racial and sexual identity, and 
the body, through to media, new 
technologies and globalisation. You will 
learn about patterns of social inequality 
and new forms of social problems, and 
the ways in which people and societies 
confront these new challenges.

Career paths include sociology, 
community development, policy 
development, government, academia 
and research. 

SPANISH AND LATIN 
AMERICAN STUDIES
As a student of Spanish, you will learn 
to speak the language of more than 
25 countries and 350 million people. 
Subjects cover the culture and histories 
of the largest Spanish-speaking nations 
and how the language has influenced 
cultures around the world. By learning 
such a popular and influential language, 
you will create a wide range of new 
career opportunities. Exchange 
opportunities in Spanish-speaking 
countries are available. 

Career paths include international 
relations, diplomacy, community 
development, translation, 
communications and government. 
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Arts minors
A minor is a group of subjects within a particular 
study area, and is taken alongside your major. 

Any of the majors listed on pages 9–14 
can be studied as minors, as well as the 
disciplines outlined below (which are 
available only as minors).

CHINESE STUDIES 
The Chinese Studies minor focuses 
on the cultural, political and religious 
traditions of China. 

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 
Development Studies addresses 
processes of social, economic, political 
and cultural change in the global south. 
This minor allows you to critically examine 
processes of managed change in the 
developing world, giving you the skills 
to intervene in such processes. Through 
this program, you will better understand 
the nature of policies and relationships 
at local, national and international levels 
that have shaped poverty, inequality 
and insecurity in the contemporary 
world. We examine themes such as 
debt and global poverty, environmental 
sustainability, the relationship between 
citizens and the state, culture and human 
rights, globalisation, national sovereignty, 
gender inequity, social exclusion, health 
and migration.

See the course plan on page 5.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
STUDIES 
English Language Studies enhances 
effective use of the most widely 
used language in the world. You will 
develop an understanding of the history 
of English, its subtle and intricate 
grammar, and the status of its many 
social and geographical varieties.

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 
This versatile minor enables you to 
gain practical and relevant experience 
through laboratory work, group 
projects and field trips, including 
opportunities for fieldwork research 
in China. Environmental Studies 
combines knowledge of natural 
environments with an understanding 
of how human societies work. It 
analyses environmental management, 
biogeography and sustainability. 

EUROPEAN STUDIES 
European Studies is a cross-disciplinary 
program that looks at European 
culture, society and languages. You 
will complete core European Studies 
subjects and can also take subjects 
from areas such as history, literary 
studies, languages, philosophy, politics 
and art history. 

KNOWLEDGE AND 
LEARNINGQ

The Knowledge and Learning minor 
allows you to examine the ways in 
which differing forms of knowledge 
are constructed, produced, managed 
and disseminated. You will discover the 
learning processes that support this in 
a range of social, historical and political 
contexts. 

LAW AND JUSTICE
In this minor you will examine the 
capacity and power of law to deliver 
justice in a range of social, historical 
and political contexts. A key focus is the 
origins and effects of law's processes.

SOCIAL THEORY 
Social Theory analyses the organisation 
and transformations of societies and 
cultures. It questions the everyday 
assumptions that shape our lives and 
considers such issues as the division of 
power and the nature of identity. 

Opened my eyes to 
different options

“Not knowing exactly what I 
want to do as a career meant 
the University of Melbourne 
suited me best as I could try 
out lots of different subjects 
while maintaining a focus on 
Psychology with the possibility 
of graduate studies.”
Nellie Montague 
Bachelor of Arts 
Majors in Psychology and 
Applied Linguistics 
Diploma in Languages (French)

14	  coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au

Q	 Subject to Academic Board approval

8672-OffAdm.2014CourseBrochureArts27May.indd   14 4/06/13   3:10 PM

http://coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au/


Honours
An honours year will help you develop research and 
analytical skills, and is a great way to prepare for work 
or further study.

  ba.unimelb.edu.au/pathways/honours.html

Honours is a fourth year of study taken 
on completion of your undergraduate 
degree. It brings together the theory and 
practical skills gained in your bachelors 
degree, and allows you to develop 
advanced skills in:
�� Research
�� Analysis
�� Problem solving
�� Critical and creative thinking
�� Communication.

The main component of your 
honours year is the completion of an 
independent research thesis under the 
guidance of an academic supervisor.

CAREER OUTCOMES
Honours improves future career 
prospects and opens up a broad range 
of opportunities. Honours graduates 
are in high demand from employers 
because of their outstanding research, 
analytical and communication skills and 
proven ability to undertake complex, 
demanding projects independently. 

A PATHWAY TO FURTHER 
STUDY
The honours year is also a pathway to 
graduate study in humanities, social 
sciences and other areas. 

Honours is usually equivalent to the first 
year of masters by coursework study 
in the Graduate School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences. Students who 
have completed study in an equivalent 
discipline may be eligible to complete a 
related masters by coursework program 
within one year. 

High achievement in honours can allow 
you direct entry into a research Master 
of Arts or a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD). 

ELIGIBILTY FOR HONOURS
To be eligible for entry into the honours 
program, you must have: 
�� A Bachelor of Arts from the University 

of Melbourne, or an equivalent 
undergraduate degree from another 
institution, completed within the last 
five years, with a standard Grade 
Point Average (GPA) of at least 70 per 
cent, or equivalent; and 
�� Completed a major at an appropriate 

standard in a discipline relevant 
to the specific program you are 
applying for; and 
�� Achieved sufficient results in any 

prerequisite subjects for the specific 
program you are applying for. 

Requirements for each area of study are 
available in the University Handbook: 

	 handbook.unimelb.edu.au 

Honours as  
a pathway to a  
PhD and beyond!

“I applied for this job because 
it was a great fit due to my 
academic and personal 
interests, and the connection 
back to Australia was quite 
important. I look after the 
Australian Studies centres 
across China so it is useful to 
have an academic background 
in Australian studies. I’ve 
always had a personal interest 
in culture and the arts, so 
it’s enjoyable to have this 
opportunity to engage with 
artists and the cultural scene.”
Dr Amanda Barry  
Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
PhD
Cultural Officer, Australian 
Embassy, Beijing

 coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au	 15
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Bachelor of Arts (Extended)   
This specialised program provides opportunities for 
talented Indigenous Australians to study Victoria’s 
most popular degree.Q

1800 457 528

future-indig-students@
unimelb.edu.au

ba.unimelb.edu.au/about/ 
ba-extended.html

murrupbarak.unimelb.edu.au

MORE INFO

The Bachelor of Arts (Extended) 
has been developed specifically for 
Indigenous Australians. It is a four-year 
degree with integrated support and 
academic skills subjects to ensure your 
success in our Arts program. It provides 
opportunities for those who may not 
obtain the results required for entry into 
the Bachelor of Arts.

You will benefit from targeted support 
and mentoring, and live on campus 
in one of the University’s residential 
colleges.

In first year, you will complete six 
academic skills (bridging) subjects, 
which are designed to build your 
academic skills, confidence in preparing 
and presenting your ideas, leadership 
potential and teamwork. You will also 
take two Arts Foundation subjects 
together with other Bachelor of Arts 
students. 

Second year includes one further 
academic skills subject. You can then 
choose your remaining units in second, 
third and fourth years as per the regular 
Bachelor of Arts.

ELIGIBILITY 
Applicants to the Bachelor of Arts 
(Extended) must be of Aboriginal 
or Torres Strait Islander descent 
and have completed a Victorian 
Certificate of Education or interstate 
equivalent qualification. Non-school 
leavers, mature-age students and 
alternative pathway applications will be 
considered. 

Successful students will be selected 
on their likelihood to succeed in the 
Bachelor of Arts. Qualifications will be 
assessed on application. 

Sample course plan – Bachelor Arts (Extended) W 
Majors in Politics and International Studies and Creative Writing  

Year 1

Semester 1 Power
Communication 
and  
Performance 1

English for 
Academic 
Purposes

Introduction 
to Indigenous 
Literature

Semester 2 Aboriginalities
Communication 
and  
Performance 2

Environment 
and Story

Ideas and 
Society

Year 2

Semester 1 Introduction to 
Cinema Studies

Reading 
Western 
Literature

Creative 
Writing: Ideas 
and Practice

Designing 
Environments

Semester 2 International 
Politics

Modern and 
Contemporary 
Literature

Intercultural 
Communication

Internet Meets 
Society

Year 3
Semester 1

Critical 
Analytical 
Skills

Public Policy 
Making

Script for 
Performance

Story, Symbol 
and Meaning 
in the Arts

Semester 2 Media, Politics 
and Society

Creative  
Non-Fiction Poetry Relating Health 

and Learning

Year 4

Semester 1
Chinese 
Politics and 
Society

American 
Politics Novels

Global Health, 
Security and 
Sustainability

Semester 2

Applied 
Research 
Methods 
(capstone)

Encounters 
with Writing 
(capstone)

Biography and 
Autobiography

Sex, Race, 
Species and 
Social Justice

 Arts Foundation subjects    Major subjects: Politics and International Studies 
 Major subjects: Creative Writing    Bridging subjects    Elective subjects 
 Breadth subjectsE 

Q	 Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre 2013 

W	 This is a sample course plan only. Subjects offered may change from year to year. You will be 
advised of current subject offerings prior to subject selection and enrolment.

E	 You must complete at least four breadth subjects, plus another two subjects either as breadth or 
from your core studies. For details on breadth, see page 6.
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YOU’VE WORKED FOR IT, YOU 
DESERVE THE REWARDS!
The Bachelor of Arts (Chancellor’s 
Scholars Program) gives you a 
guaranteed place in the graduate 
program of your choice, and a range of 
other exciting benefits.

The University of Melbourne believes 
that as a very high-achieving student, 
you deserve this assurance. As a 
Chancellor’s Scholar at the University 
of Melbourne, you will be guaranteed 
a place in the graduate program of 
your choice. You will also be offered a 
comprehensive program of enrichment 
activities during your undergraduate 
studies.

BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAM 
Melbourne National Scholarship 
(domestic students)
�� Tuition fee-exempt Commonwealth 

Supported Place (CSP), valued up to 
approximately $30 500 (depending 
on your undergraduate degree), and
�� Annual allowance of $5000 (for 

Victorian students), or
�� Annual allowance of $10 000 and 

one return flight home (for interstate 
students).

Consideration for International 
Undergraduate Scholarships 
(international students) 
Eligible for consideration for 
scholarships ranging from full fee 
remission to $10 000 fee remission.

Melbourne Global Scholars 
Award
A grant of up to $2500 to support an 
approved period of study overseas on 
exchange or study abroad during your 
undergraduate degree.Q

Internship, research, volunteer 
or work experience opportunity

Academic enhancement 
opportunities

Guaranteed place in the 
graduate program of your choice 
�� Domestic students: Guaranteed 

Commonwealth Supported 
Place (CSP) in professional entry 
masters (coursework) degree of 
choice,W subject to meeting course 
prerequisites.
�� International students: Guaranteed 

international fee place in professional 
entry masters (coursework) degree 
of choice,W subject to meeting 
course prerequisites.
�� Guaranteed place includes the 

University of Melbourne’s flagship 
graduate degrees such as the Doctor 
of Medicine, Juris Doctor (Law), 
Master of Architecture and Master of 
Journalism. 
�� No minimum Grade Point 

Aveage (GPA) is required in your 
undergraduate degree, however 
you may be required to meet course 
prerequisites and other requirements 
for specific courses, such as an 
interview.

SELECTION CRITERIA
�� Completion of an Australian Year 12 

or the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) in Australia in 2013 (you must 
either enrol immediately or be 
granted a deferral by the University 
in the year following Year 12).
�� ATAR/notional ATAR of 99.90  

or above
�� Satisfy undergraduate course 

prerequisites

Students with an ATAR below 99.90 
may be considered, depending on 
demand.

Chancellors Scholars Program
Would you like to begin your Arts degree at Melbourne with the security 
of knowing a graduate place is reserved for you when you graduate? 

  chancellorscholars.unimelb.edu.au
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Q	 Subject to exchange availability. Students 
must achieve a 65 per cent Grade Point 
Average during their university studies  
to qualify.

W	 Some exclusions apply. For list of 
applicable courses, go to: futurestudents.
unimelb.edu.au/chancellors-scholars
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Diploma in Languages
Through the Diploma in Languages, you can gain 
a language qualification in addition to your degree, 
increasing your skills, employability and international 
work opportunities. 

  ba.unimelb.edu.au/enrich/diplomas.html

The Diploma in Languages allows 
you to focus on your chosen degree, 
without missing out on the opportunity 
to improve your competitiveness in the 
global career market with a language 
qualification. Whether you are seeking 
to improve your existing language skills 
or have no previous language training, 
the Diploma in Languages opens up a 
world of opportunities. 

The languages available are:
�� Ancient Greek
�� Arabic
�� Chinese
�� French
�� German
�� Hebrew
�� Indonesian
�� Italian
�� Japanese
�� Latin
�� Russian
�� Spanish.

Domestic students may be eligible to 
receive the final half of the diploma free 
from tuition fees.

Available to:
Students enrolled in Arts, Biomedicine, 
Commerce, Environments, Music and 
Science.

Prerequisites
There are no additional prerequisite 
requirements once you are enrolled in 
your undergraduate degree.

WHEN TO BEGIN
You can commence the diploma at 
the same time as your undergraduate 
degree, or at second or third-year level. 
If you enrol from first year you will 
complete 100 points of study (eight 
subjects) in addition to your degree 
program. Discuss your options with a 
course adviser when commencing your 
undergraduate degree. 

The diploma can only be awarded upon 
completion of the degree. 

DURATION
The diploma will generally add an extra 
year of full-time study to your degree. 
However, fast-track opportunities are 
available. 

Sample course plan – Bachelor Arts and Diploma in Languages Q 
Arts majors in Classics and Ancient World Studies 
Diploma in Languages in German 

Year 1

Semester 1 Latin 1 Reason
Genetics and 
the Evolution 
of Life

German 1

Semester 2 Latin 2 Ancient  
Greek 1

Ancient 
Egypt and 
Mesopotamia

German 2

Year 2

Semester 1 Latin 3 Augustan 
Rome

Data and 
Decisions German 3

Semester 2 Latin 4
Ancient Greece: 
Archaic to 
Classical

Cabaret! German 4

Year 3

Semester 1 Latin 5 Classical 
Mythology

Global Health, 
Security and 
Sustainability

German 5

Semester 2 Latin 6
Egyptian and 
Near Eastern 
Mythology

German 6
German 
Cultural  
Studies A

Year 4

Semester 1 Underworld 
and Afterlife

Practical 
Archaeology

New Kingdom 
Egypt, the 
Aegean and 
the East

German 
Cultural 
Studies B

Semester 2
Interpreting the 
Ancient World 
(capstone)

Objectivity and 
Value

Foundations of 
Architecture

The Power and 
Limits of Logic

 Arts Foundation subjects    Major subjects: Classics    Major subjects: Ancient World Studies 
 Elective subjects    Breadth subjectsW    Diploma in Languages subjects

Q	 This is a sample course plan only. Subjects offered may change from year to year. You will be 
advised of current subject offerings prior to subject selection and enrolment. 

W	 You must complete at least four breadth subjects, plus another two subjects either as breadth or 
from your core studies. For details on breadth, see page 6.
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Other concurrent 
diplomas 
Concurrent diplomas offer you another way to follow 
your passion and earn an additional qualification 
alongside your degree. 

FLEXIBLE STUDY OPTIONS
Our diplomas give you many flexible 
options. You can study a diploma 
alongside your undergraduate degree, 
and add a further year of study. Or you 
can cross-credit some of the subjects 
in your undergraduate degree to 
your diploma and take a fast track to 
completion (potentially completing the 
diploma in the same time it takes to 
complete the undergraduate degree). 

DIPLOMA IN INFORMATICS
The Diploma in Informatics will provide 
you with a range of IT tools and 
technologies that employers are looking 
for. It is designed to complement 
your core studies with fundamental 
programming and data management 
skills. 

Prerequisites
There are no additional prerequisites 
once you are enrolled in your 
undergraduate degree.

	
msi.unimelb.edu.au/study/
undergraduate/concurrent-diplomas

DIPLOMA IN MATHEMATICAL 
SCIENCES
The Diploma in Mathematical Sciences 
enables you to gain a mathematics 
qualification while completing an 
undergraduate degree.

Domestic students may be eligible 
to receive the final 50 points of the 
diploma HECS-free.

Prerequisites
VCE Units 3/4 Mathematical Methods or 
equivalent.

	
studentcentre.unimelb.edu.au/
eastern/course_information/
concurrent_diplomas#math

DIPLOMA IN MUSIC 
(PRACTICAL)
The Diploma in Music provides you 
with the opportunity to engage in 
individual instrumental or vocal tuition. 
It is specially designed for students 
who are interested in complementing 
their bachelors degree with advanced 
musical study.

Prerequisites
Entry is by audition, usually held in early 
February.

	
conservatorium.unimelb.edu.au/
dipmusprac

U21 DIPLOMA IN GLOBAL 
ISSUES Q
The U21 Diploma in Global Issues is 
ideal for students who are considering 
careers that require an international 
perspective.

Prerequisites
You must have completed at least  
100 points of study at the time of 
applying, and obtained a weighted 
Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 
H2B (70 per cent) across all subjects 
completed in your bachelors degree.

	 mobility.unimelb.edu.au/outgoing/
u21/gip

Q	 This course is not registered on the Commonwealth Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS) and cannot be offered to 
international students who require a student visa to study in Australia.
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The University of Melbourne offers 
professional qualifications at masters 
level through our prestigious graduate 
schools. Our graduate programs 
offer intensive, focused study and 
professional knowledge – making 
you ’job ready’ and preparing you for 
professional employment in Australia 
and abroad.

Designed with the needs of 
internationally mobile graduates in 
mind, these qualifications are endorsed 
by the Australian Government as 
pathways to professional employment in 
Australia. Many are also recognised by 
professional bodies around the world.

On graduation, you’ll be awarded a 
masters qualification in your chosen 
field. This is a higher level of qualification 
than you would gain studying a ’double’ 
or ’combined’ undergraduate bachelors 
degree at another university.

GRADUATE STUDY IN THE 
FACULTY OF ARTS
If you’d like to develop advanced skills 
in a specific area after completing 
your Bachelor of Arts, a graduate 
qualification from the Graduate School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences or 
the Melbourne School of Government 
could be the ideal choice.

The programs offered help you 
explore, question and develop ideas 
and theories, and foster your talents, 
passion and creativity. They give you 
the skills to interpret and deal with real-
world situations and make a positive 
contribution to the world. 

Renowned academics teach programs 
in cultural management, media, 
communications and publishing, the 
social sciences, government and more. 

MELBOURNE SCHOOL OF 
GOVERNMENT
The Melbourne School of Government 
brings together academics, politicians, 
industry leaders and civil society 
organisations, and draws on their 
combined expertise and leadership to 
improve public decision-making, build 
stronger institutions and find actionable 
solutions to political and policy 
challenges.

The school offers graduate coursework 
and research programs in:
�� Development Studies
�� International Relations
�� Public Policy and Management.

	 government.unimelb.edu.au

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF 
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES
The Graduate School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences offers 12 professionally 
oriented masters by coursework 
programs. 

Executive Master of Arts 
The Executive Master of Arts (EMA), 
the first program of its kind in 
Australia, fosters ethical leadership 
and social engagement. The EMA 
links your previous discipline-specific 
knowledge with new strategic and 
professional skills. You will study areas 
such as professional communication, 
leadership, people management, 
financial management and budgeting, 
and project management methodology. 
The EMA curriculum includes case 
studies of real leaders, guest speakers, 
and opportunities for group discussion 
and critical self-reflection. You will also 

have the opportunity to participate 
in an internship aimed at providing 
valuable professional experience and 
an opportunity to extend professional 
networks. 

	 graduate.arts.unimelb.edu.au/ema 

Cultural Management 
�� Master of Art Curatorship 
�� Master of Arts and Cultural 

Management 
�� Master of Cultural Materials 

Conservation 

Media, Communications and 
Publishing 
�� Master of Creative Writing, 

Publishing and Editing 
�� Master of Global Media 

Communications 
�� Master of Journalism
�� Master of Publishing and 

Communications 

Social Sciences 
�� Master of Applied Linguistics 
�� Master of Arts (Professional and 

Applied Ethics) 
�� Master of Criminology 
�� Master of Social Policy 

	 graduate.arts.unimelb.edu.au 

Graduate study
Completing a graduate qualification after your 
bachelors degree will set you up to become a leader 
in your field, and open up a wide range of career 
opportunities and increased earning potential.

Programs without borders

”I was lucky enough to do my internship at the United Nations 
Volunteers (UNV) Programme Headquarters in Bonn, Germany, which 
was an incredible opportunity.  Borders are limitless, opportunities are 
countless and it is very true that you can tailor the Executive Master of 
Arts to your own profession and goals – not every course can do that.” 
Jill Ismailova
Executive Master of Arts

A masters degree is a  

higher level of 
qualification  
than a double 
bachelors degree
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Guaranteed entry into  
graduate degreesQ

Would you like to begin your undergraduate degree at Melbourne with the 
security of knowing a graduate place is reserved for you?

Guarantees depend on the ATAR/notional ATAR you achieve:

Q	 The guaranteed entry pathways above are available to domestic and international students 
who complete an Australian Year 12 or the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma in 
Australia in 2013. Eligible students must enrol in a University of Melbourne undergraduate 
degree immediately following Year 12, or be granted a deferral by the University.

W	 Some exclusions apply. See futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/guaranteed-entry for the 
list of applicable courses.

A guaranteed place in your choice of a range 
of graduate degrees,W subject to meeting the 
prerequisites and achieving a Grade Point Average 
(GPA) of 65% in your undergraduate degree.

ATAR of

96.00– 
99.85

You may be eligible for a range of other guarantees.  
To see all your options, go to futurestudents.unimelb.
edu.au/guaranteed-entry

ATAR

below 
96.00

A guaranteed place in the graduate degree of your 
choice, subject to meeting the prerequisites. The 
guarantee applies to our professional entry masters 
degrees, including the University’s flagship graduate 
degrees such as the Juris Doctor (Law) and the Master 
of Architecture.W No minimum Grade Point Average 
(GPA) is required in your undergraduate degree. 

Youll also be eligible for the Chancellor’s Scholars 
Program – see page 17.

ATAR of

99.90+

RESEARCH 
Teaching and learning in the Graduate 
School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences and Melbourne School of 
Government benefits from the research 
strengths and connections of the staff 
across five schools and numerous 
specialist interdisciplinary research 
centres. More than 200 academic staff 
members currently supervise research 
students across a broad range of 
specialisations. These specialisations 
advance understanding of issues such as 
globalisation, cultural diversity and social 
values, while enriching Australian society. 

	 graduate.arts.unimelb.edu.au/
research 

	 government.unimelb.edu.au

GRADUATE COURSES IN 
OTHER FIELDS
Graduate degrees offered by other 
Melbourne graduate schools include:
�� Doctor of Medicine E

�� Juris Doctor (Law)
�� Master of Architecture
�� Master of Landscape Architecture
�� Master of Management
�� Master of Management (Human 

Resources)
�� Master of Nursing Science
�� Master of Psychology
�� Master of Public Health
�� Master of Social Work
�� Master of Speech Pathology
�� Master of Teaching
�� Master of Urban Planning.

For a full list of our graduate degrees visit: 

	 coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au

A career in 
journalism – before 
graduating!

“I’ve been fortunate enough 
to obtain a cadet journalist 
position with the Eureka 
Report, a subsidiary of 
Newscorp that advises and 
educates its subscribers  
about finance.”
David Gilmour
Master of Journalism
David intends to complete his 
final two subjects in the Master 
of Journalism while working in 
his cadetship role.

Graduate School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences

+61 3 9035 4444

via graduate.arts.unimelb.edu.
au/contact

graduate.arts.unimelb.edu.au

Melbourne School of 
Government

+61 3 9035 4444

via graduate.arts.unimelb.edu.
au/contact

government.unimelb.edu.au

MORE INFO
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Graduate students go  
further, faster 

In Australia, people with a 
graduate degree earn $21 000 
more per year on average than 
those with a bachelors degree.

Postgraduate Destinations 2011,  
Graduate Careers Australia

E	 You must take a particular sequence of subjects in the Bachelor of Arts to meet the prerequisites 
for the Doctor of Medicine. Students wishing to take this pathway should speak to a student 
advisor prior to choosing their subjects in first semester.
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QUALIFICATION BACHELOR OF ARTS 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
(CHANCELLOR’S SCHOLARS 
PROGRAM)

  
Australian Year 12

Domestic students: 2014 Minimum ATAR Q 85.00 99.90 W

Domestic students: 2013 Clearly-in Rank 91.40 99.90

International students: 2014  
Guaranteed ATAR E

85.00 99.90 E

VCE (units 3 and 4) prerequisite subjects A study score of at least 25 in English/English Language/Literature or at least  
30 in ESL.R 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma

2014 Guaranteed IB score E 31 99.90 (notional ATAR) W

IB prerequisite subjects English.RT44

GCE A Levels/Singapore A Levels

2014 Guaranteed score E BCC Not available to A Level students. 

A Level prerequisite subjects At least Grade C in an accepted AS Level 
English subject.RY4

Trinity College Foundation Studies 

2014 Guaranteed score E 82U4 Not available to TCFS students. 

TCFS prerequisite subjects EAP (a score of at least 50%) and a score 
of at least 70% for both English and 
History of Ideas (Adv).R

For more details, or to see the entry requirements for other qualifications not listed here, go to: coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au

Q	 Domestic students: Applicants who 
achieve the minimum ATAR for a course 
will be eligible for a place, provided 
prerequisite studies and any other specific 
course requirements are met. The Clearly-in 
Rank may be higher depending on demand 
for the course and the number of places 
available. Only applicants eligible for special 
entry schemes will be admitted below 
the minimum ATAR. Minimum ATARs are 
reviewed annually.

W	 Students who achieve an ATAR/notional 
ATAR of 99.90 or above and satisfy course 
prerequisites will be guaranteed a place 
in the Chancellor’s Scholars Program. 
Students with an ATAR/notional ATAR 
below 99.90 may be considered depending 
on demand. Students must have completed 
an Australian Year 12 qualification or the 
IB in Australia in the year prior to entry 
(students must either enrol immediately or 
be granted a deferral in the year following 
Year 12).

E	 International students: The University 
guarantees admission to a course when an 
international student achieves the required 
score, meets prerequisite studies, satisfies 
the English language requirements, and 
there are still places available in the course 
at the time of acceptance. If you do not 
meet the guaranteed score your application 
cannot be considered for entry. Guaranteed 
scores apply only if no further study has 
been undertaken after completion of one of 
these programs. 

	 Guaranteed ATARs are reviewed annually. 
For updates visit: futurestudents.unimelb.
edu.au/entry-req/ugrad-int

	 Domestic students completing an 
international qualification: The score 
listed should be considered a minimum 
score to be eligible for a place in that 
course. The standard required for entry may 
be higher, depending on demand for the 
course and the number of places available.

R	 Students who wish to pursue a major 
in Economics through the Bachelor of 
Arts degree are required to meet the 
maths prerequisites as determined by the 
Faculty of Business and Economics. See 
coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au for details. 
Students admitted to the Bachelor of Arts 
who do not meet these prerequisites will not 
be able to undertake a major in Economics.

T	 For students with English as their second 
language a pass in English B at the 
required level will be accepted as satisfying 
the English prerequisite. Except where 
specified, IB subjects must be passed to at 
least Grade 4 Standard or Higher Level.

Y	 Accepted GCE AS and A Level English 
subjects are: General Paper, General 
Studies, English Language and Literature, 
English Literature, English Language. 
Singapore A Level subject Knowledge and 
Enquiry (H2) is also accepted. A grade of at 
least C is required to meet the University’s 
English language requirements. 

U	 Prerequisite subjects must be included in 
the calculation of the ’Best Four’ result.

Entry requirements
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Admissions 
HOW TO APPLY
Domestic students
Domestic students applying for an 
undergraduate course must submit 
an application through the Victorian 
Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC).

Domestic students studying overseas 
must also apply through VTAC.

Full details about the VTAC application 
process can be found at:

	 vtac.edu.au

International students
International students studying the  
VCE, an Australian Year 12 or IB in 
Australia must apply through VTAC  
for Semester 1 entry. 

All other international students, 
including those undertaking foundation 
studies in Australia, must apply directly 
to the University or through one of our 
overseas representatives.

For a step-by-step guide on how to 
apply, visit:

	
futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/
admissions/applications

FEES
Domestic students
All domestic undergraduate students 
are enrolled in a Commonwealth 
Supported Place (CSP), subsidised by 
the Australian Government.

International students
Tuition fees are charged for each year 
that you are enrolled. You will pay 
tuition fees according to your specific 
enrolment in any given semester.

Detailed fee information, including the 
fee policy covering your enrolment, will 
be provided when you are offered a 
place at the University.

For full details about tuition fees, visit:

	
futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/
admissions/fees

SCHOLARSHIPS
The Melbourne Scholarships Program 
is one of the most comprehensive and 
generous in Australia. It recognises 
outstanding academic achievement 
and provides access to students 
who might otherwise be excluded by 
socioeconomic, cultural, geographic 
and other disadvantages.

For the most up-to-date information  
on scholarships, including closing 
dates, visit:

	 unimelb.edu.au/scholarships

Arts scholarships and prizes 
The Faculty of Arts has a range of 
generous prizes, scholarships and 
grants across individual programs and 
disciplines. We offer 105 nomination 
prizes, where students are nominated 
by academics, and 22 scholarships by 
application. 

Lions Club of Melbourne Chinese 
Inc. Scholarship 

This scholarship enables a student 
studying Chinese at the University of 
Melbourne to complete a period of 
short intensive study in China through 
the Intensive Chinese Program: China. 

Shakespeare Scholarship 

The Shakespeare Scholarship is 
awarded to the student who submits 
the best 4000–5000 word essay 
on Shakespeare, as judged by the 
board of examiners. The English 
department, in the School of Culture 
and Communication, administers the 
scholarship. 

Miltiades and Alkistis Chryssavgis 
Scholarship 

This is an annual scholarship awarded 
to a first-year student commencing the 
Bachelor of Arts. 

For more information about the 
scholarships available to Arts  
students visit: 

	
arts.unimelb.edu.au/scholarships-
prizes 

Access 
Melbourne

If you are a domestic student, 
you can enhance your 
opportunity for selection 
by applying for Access 
Melbourne, the University’s 
special entry scheme. 

Access Melbourne can help 
you gain a place in a course, 
even if your ATAR is below 
the Clearly-in Rank, by letting 
you explain the ongoing 
circumstances that have 
affected your education. 
Scholarships are also available.

	 access.unimelb.edu.au

Get a guaranteed place

The University has a selection 
guarantee for eligible applicants 
who have a disadvantaged 
financial background or are 
from a rural or isolated area.

Guaranteed ATARs for 2014 
will be published at:

	
access.unimelb.edu.au/
seas-guaranteed

How to apply

Applications are made using 
the Special Entry Access 
Scheme (SEAS) application on 
the VTAC website.
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Our scholarships

$5.5 million 
undergraduate scholarships

$3.5 million  
residential college financial aid

$2.3 million  
student financial aid

$2 million  
travelling scholarships

$260 000  
Indigenous scholarships
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OPEN DAY

Parkville and Southbank campuses

Sunday 18 August 2013 
10.00am–4.00pm

COURSE INFORMATION DAY

Parkville campus

Wednesday 18 December 2013

EVENTS NEAR YOU

	
futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/
events

CONTACT US

University of Melbourne 
Information Centre

Gate 3, Swanston Street 
The University of Melbourne 
Victoria 3010 Australia

	 13 MELB (13 6352)

	 +61 3 9035 5511

	 13MELB@unimelb.edu.au

CONNECT WITH US

	 ba.unimelb.edu.au

	 coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au

	 facebook.com/melbuni

	 twitter.com/unimelb

	 youtube.com/unimelb

	
futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/
contact/brochure

 futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au

2014 Bachelor of Arts 

Intellectual property
Copyright in this publication is owned by the 
University and no part of it may be reproduced 
without the permission of the University.

For further information, refer to:  
unimelb.edu.au/Statutes

Statement on Privacy Policy
When dealing with personal or health 
information about individuals, the University 
of Melbourne is obliged to comply with the 
Information Privacy Act 2000 and the Health 
Records Act 2001.

For further information, refer to:  
unimelb.edu.au/unisec/privacy

 

Disclaimer
The University of Melbourne has used its 
best endeavours to ensure that the material 
contained in this publication was correct at 
the time of printing. The University gives no 
warranty and accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy or completeness of information 
and the University reserves the right to make 
changes without notice at any time in its 
absolute discretion.

Photography
Joe Vittorio, Sash Ilievski, Kate Lundy,  
Eva Rinaldi.

Authorised by: Executive Director, Office of 
Admissions and Director, International,  
May 2013.

CRICOS Provider Code: 00116K
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