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New Research Engineers

Welcome aboard to our 10 new Research Engineers who started their research with our new
and existing sponsor companies in October 2011...

Alex Rainer

"Performance
assessment of trunk
mains” with Thames
Water

Vadim
Yermakou

“Transport and
dynamics in nanopores
of concrete” with
Lafarge

Maria Cann

“Laser ablation
processes for micro-
electronic device
manufacture” with
M-Solv

Tarek Ahmed

“Novel hybrid ink
jet print for micro-
electronic device
manufacture” with
M-Solv

Martyn Staff

“Materials properties
of scintillating materials
for use in neutron

and X-ray radiation
detectors” with
Applied Scintillation
Technologies
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Sion Richards
- “Materials
, characterisation and
o }
= development of Cs1:T1

“ - /) scintillators for medical
///%ﬁm%% and non destructive
y ‘ W testing applications”

with Applied Scintillation
Technologies

Sam Erland

“Investigating
manufacturing issues in
large scale composite
components” with
GKN
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Tom Williams

“The influence of
microstructure and
phases of armour
ceramics on ballistic
performance” with Dstl

Emily Smith
“Determining the
critical fluid properties
for the selection

and optimisation of
liquid systems used to
evaluate filter integrity”
with Pall Europe

Nick Brown

“Machining and
mechanical fastening
of composites” with
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Guest Research Engineer Spot, Hayley Brown

Sponsor: Plasma Quest — “The properties and performance of moisture/oxygen barrier layers
deposited by remote plasma sputtering”
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After graduating from the University of
Southampton with a 4 year MEng in
Electronics with Nanotechnology, | was
employed on a 30 month Knowledge Transfer
Partnership (KTP) with the University of Surrey
and Plasma Quest Ltd, an SME providing thin
film materials and process solutions. The KTP
was setup to develop material characterisation
procedures using the sophisticated equipment
at the University of Surrey, allowing Plasma
Quest to improve its deposition processes and
develop new products.

The Engineering Doctorate scheme was

a great opportunity to continue this close
relationship and further my passion for
research. | have thoroughly enjoyed my first

8 months of the EngD programme, however
it can sometimes be challenging to keep all
3 parties (the university, the company and
myself) happy but | am glad | have a strong
and supportive team behind me.

The EngD programme has allowed me to
make close links with many universities
(including Oxford and Cambridge) and to
have an active role in many loP and KTN
groups. | really value the close friendships
with my fellow EngDs, and although we
are scattered all over the UK we are always
in contact.
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EngD Conference 2011

On Thursday 29th September we held our
annual EngD Conference at the Holiday

Inn here in Guildford. Feedback from the
day was very positive indeed and it was
commented by many that the programme
has now really come of age. Our thanks to
all who took part. Congratulations to our
two prize winners who received the Littauer
Prize for Best Poster, Vimal Gopee and Best
Oral Presentation, Dan Graham.

Top: Farai Carter — Poster Presentation
Middle: The prize winners...
Bottom: David Hallam — Oral Presentation
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Happy New
Year to all in

the IDC

We hope you all had a
wonderful Christmas and
New Year.

Thanks to all those who
attended the Christmas
party on the 13th December,
complete with a visit from
Father Christmas and his elf!

University Programme Review

Every five years our programme is reviewed
by the University and that review took
place on Tuesday 13th December 2011.
The review involved some of the Research
Engineers who were interviewed by a
University panel. We had the Christmas
party on the same day, so those who were
invited were able to stay on in the evening

for the quiz. We had informal feedback on
the day of the review that included four
points of commendation.

We'd like to thank everyone who assisted
with the review process.

EPSRC mid point
review — a fantastic
outcome

We received our feedback from

the EPSRC in mid August. We had

three points of feedback, all of

them commending our IDC with no
development points added. We've had
further confirmation that our IDC is seen
“as one of the most positively viewed
IDCs” and “one of the Centres that is
thought of most highly”.

We're very proud of the feedback and

we thank everyone again who took part
in the paper submission to the EPSRC.
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