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Welcome to The International Centre 
for Music Studies Newsletter    
School of Arts & Cultures     
Newcastle University 

GAMELAN PROJECT 
From Sarah Crossan,  BMus Hons Music, stage 4  

For one week in January, a group of 

students in ICMuS had a truly unique 

musical experience in Javanese     

Gamelan. This module, entitled       

Collective Performance, is run on an 

intensive basis and allows students to 

be immersed in a musical genre, often 

one they have no previous experience 

in, with the task of putting  together a performance for the public. 

Personally, I had never played a gamelan instrument before, so 

being faced with a whole gamelan orchestra, made in Indonesia 

and transported to England by the  Gamelan North project, and 

the task of putting on a public concert in just a week was daunting 

but also really exciting.  

Our leaders, Chris Stones and Sarah     

Kekus, were fantastic in inspiring and 

enthusing us and helping us under-

stand the concepts behind the music. 

Not only did I learn about a whole 

new style and culture, and the       

beginnings of completely unfamiliar 

instrumental techniques, I made some great friends and got to 

know people from all music degree programmes. For me, the   

project has been invaluable to my 

personal and collective  musical 

development and I think everyone 

in the group would agree that we 

are extremely lucky to have it 

available as a module; it is great 

to earn academic credit for such a 

unique and  exciting experience.  

DRUMMER OF TOMORROW - UK FINAL 

Congratulations to Adam Stapleford, BMus Hons Music Stage 2, on 

reaching the final of the Drummer of Tomorrow Competition. 

Read all about it at  

http://mapex.co.uk/news/uk-drummer-of-tomorrow 



On Monday 13th February I presented a short film made in Palestine last summer 

where I worked for the NGO Music Harvest thanks to generous support from ICMuS 
and the NCL+ foundation. The film outlined the work of Music Harvest, who facilitate 

weekly instrumental lessons and week long sumer workshops for children living in 
Nablus in the north of the West Bank. This was expanded upon in a presentation ex-

ploring the issues surrounding the need for such a project in an area so fraught with 
difficulties, what the successes of the project have been so far, and most importantly 

how students from Newcastle can get involved in their  
inspiring work. 

 
I would like to express my most sincere thanks to Dawn Weatherston and Magnus 

Williamson for agreeing to support this project with funding from ICMuS. Working 
with Music Harvest was a life changing experience that has guided both my current 

Masters research and the start of my career immeasurably. Thanks to the NCL+ 
foundation I was able to buy a video camera which was used extensively in work-

shops to document and evaluate sessions with children.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Music Harvest 
From Caitlin Procter who graduated from the BMus Hons Music in June 2011.  She 

returned to the University in February 2012 to give a presentation to students    
taking the Music Enterprise module.   

International and Palestinian volunteers perform        

together in a Jazz band at the end of a student Concert. 

MUSSOC  from Peter Wood,  BA Hons Music, Stage 2 

The Newcastle University Music Society is a way for anybody 

interested in music, whether they play an instrument or not, 

to socialise with like-minded people. The events held are  

varied, with something for anyone. We hold Ceilidhs through 

the year, which are a great way to get to know people. Our 

members are encouraged to participate in Open-Mic nights 

and our Freshly Baked evenings at a local bar are designed to 

promote musical talent on the Newcastle scene. Our African 

Drumming workshops have proven to be very popular as they 

allow people to experience music that they may not have    

encountered much before. Every year we have a wonderful 

Winter Formal and a Ball around Easter, which are great    

opportunities to dress to impress and enjoy and meal, drinks 

and dancing. 

The film made at the end of 

the project can be viewed at  
http://vimeo.com/36684543. 

 

http://vimeo.com/36684543


The International Centre for Music Studies organised the 

Newcastle Early Music   Festival which ran from   February 
22 until March 10 2012 with concerts being held in the Uni-

versity and at The Sage Gateshead.   Students and staff 

performed in several concerts. 

Festival of  Contemporary and Experimental Music 

Newcastle Early Music Festival 

From 13-16 March 2012 we hosted workshops by visiting artists from Stockholm followed by 

concerts showcasing their work and compositions from current students. 

David Stackenäs : one of the leading guitarists and  improvisers in Europe, David has visited 
Newcastle many times in the past, inspiring guitarists and composers both on and off     

campus.  

Syntjuntan - a duo of Swedish composers/sound artists 
Ann Rosén and Lise-Lotte Norelius - perhaps one of the 

most  unorthodox music projects you'll ever see,     
syntjuntan literally stitch synthesisers out of circuit 

boards, copper wire, and fabric, producing sound and 
noise-making devices that can be worn, carried, or 
whatever! They also presented some new Swedish   

electroacoustic music in a multichannel loudspeaker 
concert. 


