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Academic requirements

Students wishing to take part in a study abroad 
or exchange program at CDU must:

• be enrolled in a bachelor degree   
program at their home university

•  have completed at least one year of 
study at their home university

•  have a minimum GPA of 2.5

Students may also be required to satisfy 
subject prerequisites where applicable.

Postgraduate study

Postgraduate subjects may be available for 
eligible students where they have completed 
the recognised equivalent of an Australian 
bachelor’s degree.

Gap year

Students with an equivalent Australian year 12 
qualification will be eligible for admission to a 
study abroad program, provided they satisfy all 
requirements for admission. Gap year students 
may choose from first year bachelor degree 
subjects only.

English language proficiency requirements

Study abroad / exchange students 
whose first language in not English must 
satisfy the University’s English language 
proficiency requirements. While IELTS 
remains the preferred English language 
proficiency qualification, listed below are 
other qualifications which would satisfy 
the University’s minimum English language 
proficiency requirements for bachelor degree 
programs. Other evidence of English language 
proficiency will be considered.

Test Test score

IELTS An overall minimum score of six with no band less than 5.5 valid for two years, from the date of
the test to the date of commencement at CDU.

Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL)

An overall minimum score of 550 and a minimum score of 4.5 in the Test of Written English
(TWE), valid for two years, from the date of the test to the date of commencement at CDU.

Computerised TOEFL An overall minimum score of 213 and a minimum score of 4.5 in the Essay Rating, valid for
two years, from the date of the test to the date of commencement at CDU.

Internet based TOEFL
(IBT TOEFL)

An overall minimum score of 79 and a minimum score of 22 in writing, valid for two years,
from the date of the test to the date of commencement at CDU.

University of Cambridge
English Language
Proficiency exams

A grade of C or better in the Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE) or a grade of A in the 
Certificate of Advanced English (CAE), valid for two years, from the date of the test to the date 
of commencement at CDU

Common European
Framework

A certificate of English proficiency with an overall grade of B2 valid for three years, from the 
date of the test to the date of commencement at CDU.

Medium of Instruction in the
English Language

International applicants may be deemed to have met the English language requirements if
they can provide the University with a letter from the principal or the registrar of the home
university attesting that English is the primary language of instruction and assessment in the
study successfully completed by the student over a minimum of a two year period.
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semester exams, seminar presentations 
and final examinations may form part of 
the assessment. In some units, the final 
examination may be worth 20% – 60% of the 
final grade, and other units may have no final 
examinations. VET courses are assessed on a 
competency basis. 

Students are awarded one of the following 
grades after completing a unit of study.

Result Mark range Explanation

H – High 
Distinction

85 – 100% Work of outstanding quality

D – Distinction 75 – 84% Work of superior quality

C – Credit 65 – 74%
Work of good quality 
showing more than 
satisfactory achievement

P – Pass 50 – 64%
Work showing a 
satisfactory achievement

F – Fail 0 – 49%
Work showing an 
unsatisfactory achievement

Course duration and full-time study

Australian student visa regulations require 
international students to enrol in full-time 
study and maintain full-time attendance. At 
CDU a regular full-time study load is four units 
(usually four subjects worth 40 credit points) 
per semester. There are two semesters per 
year. Study abroad / exchange students are 
generally restricted to a maximum of four units 
(usually four subjects worth 40 credit points) 
per semester. Prior approval is needed if a 
study abroad / exchange student wishes to 
enrol in five units in the semester. If you enrol in 
more than five units in a semester, you will be 
liable for the tuition fees of any additional units. 
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Holders of a student visa with work rights are 
entitled to work part-time up to 20 hours per 
week and full-time during semester breaks. 
The Northern Territory offers excellent part-time 
employment opportunities in the hospitality 
and retail sectors. CDU offers an employment 
service to all students which may assist in 
finding part-time work. 

w: www.cdu.edu.au/careers/employment-
opportunities.html or www.immi.gov.au

General expenses

A single student should budget approximately 
AUD $12,000 – $14,000 per year for living 
expenses in Darwin. Airfares, visa costs, OSHC 
and tuition fees will be additional. Accommodation 
costs, either on or off campus will be a large 
component of living expenses. Allowance should 
be made for recreation, emergencies and health 
expenses not covered by OSHC. Exchange rate 
variations may also affect budgeting. A married 
student will need an additional AUD $5,000 per 
year for a spouse and approximately AUD $3,000 
per year per child.

Note: It is compulsory for children between the ages of five and 18 to 
attend school and pay school tuition fees of up to AUD $10,000 per 
year. Childcare costs of up to AUD $45 per day may also need to be 
considered. www.immi.gov.au

Weekly expense guide (estimates only)

Accommodation initial costs
Private/off campus**
Sharing with 2 or 3 people 
(AUD)

On campus (AUD)

Rental accommodation bond x 4 weeks rent $320 - $640
x 2 weeks rent

$301 - $378

Rent in advance – two weeks $160 - $320 $301 - $378

Electricity/gas/phone connection $120

TOTAL $600 - $1080 $302 - $756

Estimated living expenses 
(based on single student)

Private/off campus** 
(AUD weekly)

On campus 
(AUD weekly)

Rent per week

$80 - $160

Based on shared 
accommodation

$145 - $180

Additional house expenses 
(gas, electricity, water)

$20 -

Phone
(includes mobile and modem)

$20 20

Food and groceries $60 60

Public transport $15 15

Personal (clothes, health etc) $10 10

Recreation/entertainment $20 20

Photocopying/printing/stationery*** $10 10

Estimated weekly living costs 
(including rent):

$235 - 315* AUD$ 280 - $315*

*  Tuition, visa costs, OSHC and airfares are additional. Please also remember if you are bringing a 
spouse or family then weekly rent, food and utilities will increase with additional yearly expenses for 
services such as child care or school tuition fees. See relevant information in this section.

**   Off campus rental accommodation is commonly unfurnished therefore the purchase or rental of 
furniture and appliances will be an additional expense.

***   Text books can be a considerable cost, which varies depending on the course. This is normally an 
upfront cost at the beginning of each semester. Second hand books may be available for purchase to 
help reduce this expense.

Study abroad tuition fees:

2008 and 2009 One semester Two semesters

Tuition fees AUD $7,000 AUD $14,000

Statutory expenses

The Department of Immigration and Citizenship 
(DIAC) requires evidence that applicants for a 
student visa have sufficient funds to complete 
their studies. Expenses to be considered 
include visa fees, Overseas Student Health 
Cover (OSHC), tuition fees, general living 
expenses and return airfares. 

w: www.immi.gov.au

Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC)

Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) is a 
compulsory requirement for a student visa. OSHC 
Worldcare is the preferred OSHC provider for 
Charles Darwin University. The University requires 
students to pay full OSHC Worldcare costs for the 
duration of the course in one initial payment.

OSHC Worldcare 2008 fees

Months Single Premium (AUD$) Family Premium (AUD$)

6 $185 $370

12 $370 $740

OSHC Worldcare health insurance provides 24 
hour emergency assistance and advice and 
OSHC basic medical and hospital benefits. The 
OSHC Worldcare website contains information 
on 2008 prices, options, what is and what is not 
covered by this form of insurance. 

w: www.oshcworldcare.au

Students supporting dependents

A student bringing a spouse and/or children 
to Australia will need to have enough money 
to support them before the Australian 
Government will issue a visa. As a condition of 
the dependant visa it is a requirement that all 
dependent children between the ages of five 
and 18 must attend school full-time. For further 
information about schools in the Northern 
Territory, including school fees for international 
students, visit the Department of Employment, 
Education and Training (DEET) website.

w: www.deet.nt.gov.au/education

Employment options

To be eligible to work in Australia, international 
students must apply to the Department of 
Immigration and Citizenship (DIAC) for the 
right to work after the commencement of their 
studies. International students should not expect 
to cover the costs of their tuition fees or living 
expenses from casual or part-time employment.
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