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Welcome 
Message from the Principal

Selecting a university is one of the 
most important decisions you will 
ever make. as a university ranked 
in the top 5% in the world, 
Heriot-Watt could be the right 
choice for you. 

Heriot-Watt university’s unique learning environment 
offers you the very best study opportunities, facilities, 
accommodation and social life. We are one of the world’s 
leading universities for business and industry and have 
a reputation for innovative education, enterprise and 
research. 

We offer a highly distinctive range of programmes in 
science, engineering, design, business and languages, 
designed to educate the professionals and thinkers 
of tomorrow. as the eighth oldest higher education 
institution in Britain, Heriot-Watt has a long-standing 
tradition of excellence dating back to 1821. throughout 
this time, we have always supported our students, 
academically and personally in the spirit of inclusion, 
cooperation and friendship. With us, you have the 
chance to be a part of a truly international campus – 
learning and living with a community of students from 
Scotland, the uK and over 150 countries worldwide. 

I hope you find this prospectus informative and that it 
will encourage you to apply to Heriot-Watt university. 
If you choose to join us, you will discover that being a 
student here is not only academically stimulating but also 
a rewarding life experience. 
 

Professor steve chapman frse, frsc, ccHeM, PHd

principal and vice-Chancellor
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"I CHoSe to Study at HerIot-Watt aS It IS Well 

KnoWn for tHe BuIlt envIronment SeCtor. 

edInBurgH IS one of tHe BeSt CItIeS I Have Seen 

and people are frIendly. tHe CampuS HaS very 

good faCIlItIeS." 

vICtor goH, malaySIa 

undergraduate CertIfICate,  

noW StudyIng BSC QuantIty SurveyIng
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a CoSmopolItan unIverSIty
Heriot-Watt has always welcomed international students, 
so it’s not surprising that in 2010 over one third of our 
8,000 students came from outside the uK. We have 
students from all over the world including norway, China, 
India, Singapore, malaysia, france, germany, Spain, 
mexico and greece. right now we are listed 4th in the 
uK for the highest percentage of international students.*

Heriot-Watt university won the 2007 Scottish Council 
development and Industry annual award for outstanding 
International achievement in Scotland’s universities. 
the award is made to institutions that demonstrate a 
strong international focus with emphasis on transnational 
projects, overseas links, student recruitment and 
international support.

lIvIng and learnIng
We stand out from other institutions because of our 
beautiful campus, safe environment and community that 
provides you with a sense of belonging throughout your 
time at university.

the beautiful green campus and its facilities are 
designed to accommodate all your requirements, be they 
academic, social, sporting, cultural, religious, transport or 
health related.

you’ll find a really friendly, sociable community 
atmosphere on campus. It’s easy to get to know people 
here and everything is in easy reach.
 

WHy CHooSe HerIot-Watt?
•  We are a vibrant, progressive university with an 

established reputation for excellent teaching.
•  our degrees are highly regarded for their relevance  

to the workplace and employers actively seek out  
our graduates.

•  once you graduate, you will join one of the largest 
university graduate associations in the world, a valuable 
network for your developing career.

•  We have an international expertise in science,  
business, engineering, languages and design.

•  you’ll experience a distinctive education and join a 
highly focused student community committed to 
learning and career success.

•  live and learn on a beautiful campus with a friendly 
atmosphere close to an iconic heritage city.

•  access to the very best social, cultural and sporting 
facilities – on campus and in edinburgh.

•  Be part of one of the uK’s leading research 
organisations and deliver research of international 
standing. 

* Higher education Statistics agency

Heriot-Watt university 
scotland’s international university
our famous Scottish hospitality makes Heriot-Watt one of
the most cultural, social and welcoming study centres in the uK.



"HerIot-Watt unIverSIty’S StrengtH IS In tHe 

CloSe relatIonSHIp It HaS WItH InduStry, 

BuSIneSS and natIonal Support netWorKS." 

tHe vIrgIn alternatIve guIde to  

BrItISH unIverSItIeS
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our degrees are career focused and relevant to the needs 
of business and industry which is why employers actively 
seek out our graduates. We think you’ll find studying at 
Heriot-Watt a life changing, intellectually challenging, 
career boosting experience. our superb teaching and 
research facilities, plus first-rate links with business and 
industry, will help to prepare you for success in your 
chosen career.

you’ll enjoy a distinctive, high quality academic 
experience focused on developing your skills and 
knowledge to help you move smoothly into the world of 
work at the end of your studies.

Survey results show that 92% of first degree graduates 
are in work or further study 6 months after completing 
their programme, one of the highest rates in the uK.*

tHe CareerS advISory ServICe
the Careers advisory Service provides impartial and 
confidential careers advice and guidance to students and 
graduates. their role is to help you identify your career 
goals and develop the skills required to find employment. 
Highlights of this service include: 
• a dedicated website with details of career options
•  postgraduate study opportunities, graduate vacancies 

and job-hunting techniques
•  a comprehensive careers information library and 

programme of talks and workshops
•  mock interviews, Cv advice, application and form 

checks
•  individual career guidance from professionally qualified 

staff
• a jobshop advertising part-time and vacation work
• an annual Careers fair

gloBal alumnI netWorK
When you graduate from Heriot-Watt university 
you’ll automatically be a member of the Watt Club - a 
professional network connecting you with over 62,000 
alumni worldwide. the Watt Club recently celebrated
its 150th anniversary, making it the oldest graduate 
association in the uK.
 
alumnI aCHIevementS
While the majority of our graduates have gone on to 
have stellar careers in their chosen area, there are a few 
that stand out as truly exceptional. 

steWart seatter
Stewart Seatter studied offshore and mechanical 
engineering in Heriot-Watt. graduating in 1981 he 
moved to malaysia and is now the president and Ceo 
of Source venture Consultants. In 2008, Seatter was 
honoured by the malaysian royal court with a knighthood 
equivalent. 

dr Juan Jing
dr jing completed her phd at Heriot-Watt in 2004. Since 
then she has gone on to become a research fellow at 
the peking university-lincoln Institute Centre for urban 
development and land policy in China.

irvine WelsH
Critically acclaimed novelist Irvine Welsh graduated with 
an mBa from Heriot Watt in 1991. five years later he 
shot to fame when his novel, trainspotting, was made 
into a multi-award winning film.

*Higher education Statistics (HeSa) 2010

Your career starts at Heriot-Watt 
Be inspired to go further
Heriot-Watt is firmly focused on your future. We create the positive 
learning experience that will arm you for success in your chosen career.



dId you KnoW edInBurgH IS tWInned WItH:  

• dunedIn In neW Zealand 

• KIev In uKraIne 

• vanCouver In Canada 

• florenCe In Italy 

• munICH In germany 

• San dIego In uSa 

• XIan In CHIna
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SCotland’S InSpIrIng CapItal
edinburgh, the country’s capital city, is the second 
largest city in Scotland. It is situated on the east coast 
of Scotland and has a population of 450,000. It has 
won more than 10 uK Best City awards in the last six 
years and is listed 21st in the lonely planet’s 200 most 
interesting, attractive and liveable cities in the world.

edinburgh has been the capital of Scotland since 1437 
and has a rich history with both the old and new towns 
of edinburgh listed as a uneSCo World Heritage Site in 
1995. this makes it a top destination for both students 
and tourists. edinburgh receives over four million visitors 
each year, one million of whom walk the royal mile all 
the way to the spectacular edinburgh Castle which has 
overlooked the city for 1,000 years.

the annual edinburgh festival is the largest performing 
arts festival in the world and the population of the city 
literally doubles during this time. Comedy, theatre, dance 
and writing are all part of the city’s cultural identity and 
come to life during festival season. even in the depths 
of winter, edinburgh is alive with music and a festival 
atmosphere at the Hogmanay new year’s eve street party, 
when it’s definitely a time to wrap up warm and let your 
hair down.

throughout the year and across the city you will find 
a good mix of pubs and clubs as well as restaurants. 
Complementing all this is princes Street, edinburgh’s 
main high street, providing a cosmopolitan mix of eclectic 
shops, high-street brands and cafés.
 
edinburgh is also a city for sport with two top Scottish 
premier league football teams, athletics at meadowbank 
Stadium, swimming at the Commonwealth pool, rugby 
at murrayfield, skiing and snowboarding at Hillend, 
climbing at ratho adventure Centre and an array of top 
golf clubs.

the weather in Scotland is not what people often 
imagine. It is said to be cold and wet; however average 
rainfall is lower in edinburgh than manchester and only 
slightly more than london. average temperatures in 
winter are only 0.1 degree C lower than manchester and 
only 0.6 degrees C lower than london. 
 

edinburgh 
a fantastic place to live and work
Studying in edinburgh gives you the perfect opportunity  
to explore and experience one of the most exciting cities in europe.

Manchester

Heriot-Watt University

London

SCOTLAND

ENGLAND

Edinburgh Airport
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Students at Heriot-Watt consider the beautiful green 
campus and its facilities their home. With easy access to 
the heart of the city, edinburgh itself becomes a home 
from home. 

tHe Student unIon
the Student union is run by students for students and 
provides advice and support to help you have the best 
possible experience while you are here.

While you’re on campus, the Student union plays a key 
role in providing a range of services including:
• accommodation office
• Student Welfare Services
• International Student advisors
• Careers Service
• disability Service
• Health Centre
• Chaplaincy

the Student union run a full programme of social events
including live music, quizzes, stand-up comedy and
club nights, bars, a café with wireless internet access, and 
catering.

getting involved with the Student union is very rewarding. 
from supporting students with welfare issues or writing 
for the student news magazine, to setting up an 
entertainments venue or representing students to the 
university’s management, you can make the most of our 
sports clubs and student societies.

lIBrary and It faCIlItIeS
the edinburgh Campus library is open for over 80 hours 
per week – 24 hours a day in busy exam times. library 
staff will help you find and use the information you need 
to succeed in your programme. Staff are available to help 
you make the best use of the library. there is wireless 
internet access in the library.

SportS faCIlItIeS
If you have an interest in sports and exercise, you will love 
the excellent indoor and outdoor facilities at Heriot-Watt. 
facilities include sports halls, tennis and squash courts, 
football pitches, a golf academy, climbing wall and 
cardiovascular suite.

the coaching and support team can help you to 
develop the skills you need to keep fit, play sport for 
the university or even achieve national and international 
status. there’s also a Sports’ union run by students where 
you can join more than 30 clubs, from football to fencing 
and from snow-sports to sub-aqua.

muSIC
music is a big part of the very special atmosphere at 
Heriot-Watt. With a director of music in residence 
every year there is a constant focus on musical activity 
throughout the university. the local community actively 
participate as both audience and performer, singing and 
playing musical instruments with students and staff. 
there are lots of different ways to become involved in 
music through the many groups and societies. 

the edinburgh campus 
learning resources and facilities
our campus brings you the best of both worlds:  
state-of-the-art facilities right beside the city. 
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We offer a range of comfortable and affordable 
accommodation options, designed to make your life at 
Heriot-Watt university as easy as possible.

as an ISC student, you can apply for on-campus 
accommodation. at the edinburgh Campus the 
accommodation is within easy reach of your lectures, 
gym sessions or nights at the Student union and all 
transport to the city.

accommodation consists of self-catered residences.  
you will have your own bedroom with individual shower 
and toilet (en-suite) and share a kitchen with four to six 
other students. facilities include:
• free broadband access
• tv lounge
• laundry
• 24-hour computer labs

each accommodation block has a warden who is there 
to help you settle in and sort out any problems along 
the way. alternative catered accommodation may be 
allocated when necessary.

If you want a break from cooking for yourself, there are 
plenty of places to buy food, depending on the time of 
day and type of food you want. your choices include 
‘elements’, the middle floor refectory, Café Brio and 
the elements Bar, as well as the facilities in the Students’ 
union.

20 bedrooms on the edinburgh Campus are equipped 
for students with mobility difficulties or students who are 
wheelchair users. these are in self-catering residences, 
most with accessible en-suite facilities, telephone and 
internet access.

living on campus
Students can enjoy a place in safe and comfortable  
university accommodation from the first year of study.
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Heriot Watt provides a strong support service throughout 
your time at the university. 

our academic staff are a key part of the Student Support 
Service and provide general guidance for students. the 
on-campus Health Centre is always available to you and 
provides top quality medical, nursing and dental care.  
for advice on practical issues, the Student Welfare Service 
offer support on all kinds of issues including settling into 
university life, money, accommodation, disability and 
safety. the Student Counselling Service is on-hand to 
offer support should you ever need it. 

CHaplaInCy and relIgIouS ServICeS
the Chaplaincy is open to everyone and welcomes those 
who are religious and those of no faith. all are welcome 
to use the chapel, prayer room and meeting room as 
a place of relaxation. there are also dedicated muslim 
prayer rooms on-campus.

SpeCIal needS
Students with special needs or disabilities can make an 
appointment with one of the medical staff when they 
arrive, in order to discuss their needs and how these can 
best be met. Heriot-Watt offers positive assistance and 
encouragement to students and applicants with special 
needs or disabilities and our buildings are accessible to 
people with mobility problems.

Student InSuranCe
In our experience, it is essential that international 
students have the protection of personal insurance for 
the duration of their time in the uK.

for this reason we automatically add an insurance policy 
(called StudyCare) when you confirm your place.
the full cost of StudyCare insurance is £8 per week, 
regardless of programme length. this insurance will cover 
you until the end of your ISC academic programme.

full information about StudyCare insurance is published 
in the StudyCare policy booklet, available from the 
International admissions Centre. please refer to the 
inside back cover of this brochure for contact details. 
alternatively, you can view information about StudyCare 
at www.hw.ac.uk/isc

student support and welfare
as an international student, you will be fully supported by our 
dedicated staff. as you progress onto your degree programme, the 
high levels of support you receive will be maintained by the university’s 
Student Support Service.



"I lIKe my ClaSSeS and Have found tHe 

programme and my teaCHerS to Be eXCellent. 

moSt of all, I am enjoyIng meetIng people 

from all over tHe World." 

HIlarIo olIveIra do amaral gourgIel, 

anglolan, undergraduate CertIfICate
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on tHe unIverSIty CampuS
the ISC is based in a modern well-equipped facility on 
the university’s edinburgh Campus. you will be part of 
the university from the day you start your programme.

SpeCIalISt preparatIon for your degree
the pre-masters and undergraduate Certificate 
programmes have been tailor-made for international 
students, combining academic modules with study 
skills and english language training to provide the best 
possible path to degree entry.

aCCeSS to unIverSIty faCIlItIeS
all the academic and social facilities at the university are 
available to you as an ISC student. you will also have full 
access to the Student union which runs a wide
range of student activities.

fleXIBle entry
you can start the undergraduate Certificate in either 
September or january. pre-masters entry is September, 
january or april, depending on your level of english. 
you will start your degree programme the following 
September.

dIreCt progreSSIon to your degree
joining an ISC programme guarantees that you will receive 
a conditional offer of a postgraduate or undergraduate 
degree place at the university. Soon after you join, you 
will be helped to choose the degree programme onto 
which you want to progress. once you have successfully 
completed the programme and have met the required 
entry standards, you will proceed directly to your 
taught masters programme or the second year of your 
undergraduate degree at Heriot-Watt.

perSonal monItorIng and Support
the pre-masters and undergraduate Certificate 
programmes are validated by Heriot-Watt university 
and taught by Study group, specialists in university 
preparation. your progress will be monitored at all 
times to make sure you remain on track to successfully 
complete the programme. you will also benefit from 
regular assessment through examination and marked 
course work.

unIverSIty-Style teaCHIng
the pre-masters and undergraduate Certificate 
programmes at Heriot-Watt university introduce you to 
the style of teaching that you will experience when you 
progress onto your degree. you will experience tutorials, 
seminar style classes and larger group lectures.

englISH language preparatIon
If you require additional language training before you 
start your academic programme you can first join the 
intensive english language preparation (elp) programme, 
delivered at the ISC.

See page 38 for details or visit www.hw.ac.uk/isc

the international study centre
the International Study Centre (ISC) offers international students 
direct entry to postgraduate degrees at Heriot-Watt university via the 
pre-masters programme, and to the second year of undergraduate 
degrees via the undergraduate Certificate. you get a choice of routes 
into key subject areas and full access to the university’s facilities.



Pre-Masters

20 pre-maSterS programme

22  Study StruCture

24  maSterS Study at HerIot-Watt 
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developed for InternatIonal StudentS
the pre-masters is a programme designed specifically to 
prepare you fully for masters study at the university.

progreSSIon to your maSterS degree
joining the pre-masters guarantees you will receive a 
conditional offer of a place on a choice of masters degrees 
at the university. once you have successfully completed 
the programme and have met the entry standards, you’ll 
proceed directly to your preferred masters programme 
(pages 24-28).

fleXIBle entry
you can begin the three-term pre-masters in either 
September or january, or for those studying a two-term 
pre-masters you can begin in either january or april.

all start dates prepare you for progression onto your 
chosen masters in the following September.

HoW many termS do I reQuIre?
If you have an IeltS of 6.0 or equivalent, you can study 
the two-term pre-masters, whilst if you have an IeltS of 
5.0 or equivalent you can study the three-term  
pre-masters. 

If you have an IeltS of 4.0, you will need to take an 
additional term of english language preparation, and 
two terms if you have an IeltS of 3.0 or equivalent.

tHree-terM Pre-Masters
entry dates  
September 2011 or january 2012  
(September to june or january to august)
term dates
September start:
term 1 – 12/09/11 to 09/12/11
term 2 – 09/01/12 to 23/03/12
term 3 – 10/04/12 to 15/06/12
january start:
term 1 – 09/01/12 to 23/03/12
term 2 – 10/04/12 to 15/06/12
term 3 – 18/06/12 to 24/08/12
Msc start date  
September 2012
entry requirements
english language
• IeltS of 5.0 (minimum 5.0 in writing) or
• toefl 510 (180 computer-based test/64 internet-based 
test), or
•  pearson test of english minimum 43, or equivalent
academic
•  recognised higher/advanced diploma in a related 

subject area, or
• recognised degree in related field, or
•  Honours degree in any subject (eg Ba International 

relations)
tuition fees
See the enclosed application or visit www.hw.ac.uk/isc

visit www.hw.ac.uk/isc for full information  
on entry requirements. 

tWo-terM Pre-Masters
entry dates  
january 2012 or april 2012  
(january to june or april to august)
term dates
january start:
term 1 – 09/01/12 to 23/03/12
term 2 – 10/04/12 to 15/06/12
april start:
term 1 – 10/04/12 to 15/06/12
term 2 – 18/06/12 to 24/08/12
Msc start date  
September 2012
entry requirements 
english language
• IeltS of 6.0 (minimum 6.0 in writing) or
• toefl 547 (210 computer-based test/78 internet-based 
test)), or
• pearson test of english minimum 48, or equivalent
academic
•  recognised higher/advanced diploma in a related 

subject area, or
• recognised degree in related field, or
•  Honours degree in any subject (eg Ba International 

relations)
tuition fees 
See the enclosed application or visit www.hw.ac.uk/isc

visit www.hw.ac.uk/isc for full information  
on entry requirements.

Pre-Masters Programme 
specialist Preparation
the pre-masters is a tailor-made two or three-term programme  
of academic subjects, study skills and english language training. 
designed specifically to meet the needs of international students,  
it provides a direct path to a masters degree.
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Current IeltS duration apr jun Sept jan apr jun Sept 

3.0 or equivalent 5 terms

Start  

masters 

degree

3.0 or equivalent 5 terms  

4.0 or equivalent 4 terms

4.0 or equivalent 4 terms

5.0 or equivalent 3 terms

5.0 or equivalent 3 terms

6.0 or equivalent 2 terms

6.0 or equivalent 2 terms

 english language preparation pre-masters vacation

www.hw.ac.uk/isc

studY Plan oPtionsstudY structure

as a three-term pre-masters student you will study three 
english language and academic study skills modules in 
term one and six academic modules in terms two and 
three. as a two-term pre-masters student you will study 
two language modules and six academic modules over 
two terms.

englisH and skills for universitY studY 1 
(tHree-terM onlY), 2 and 3
over these three modules, you will develop your english 
communication skills and learn a range of study skills, 
including: writing and reading strategies, presentation 
and seminar participation, organisation of time and 
materials, meeting deadlines and responding to 
feedback.

When you have completed these modules, you will 
be able to take notes and write essays in english. you 
should also have the confidence to give presentations, 
answer follow-up questions and contribute to seminar 
discussions.

iMProving reading and acadeMic 
vocaBularY (tHree-terM onlY) 
reading academic texts can be difficult – this module 
will make it easier. It will improve your understanding 
of academic words and help you use them in your own 
work.

acadeMic Business englisH skills (tHree-terM 
onlY)
enhance your english skills by focusing on a range 
of contemporary issues such as globalisation, the 
environment, business ethics, team work and business 
communications.

Quantitative MetHods in Business
you will demonstrate and develop your numeracy 
skills and learn to utilise mathematical methods and 
techniques to inform the decision-making of managers.

econoMics
this module strengthens your knowledge and 
understanding of economic theories and systems and 
equips you to examine information relevant to economics 
topics, problems and issues. among the topics studied 
are economic models, the concept of allocative
efficiency and the role of government.

Business and ManageMent 1
you will gain greater insight into the role played by 
sociology, psychology and economics in the development 
of business and management subject matter. you 
will also deploy your critical skills in the analysis of 
management styles and business related models, learn 
how to gather and interpret business related data 
and study the differences between qualitative and 
quantitative data collection.

finance and investMent
this module strengthens your understanding of the role 
played by finance and investment in the operation and 
strategic direction of the firm. It provides an in-depth 
analysis of the different types of business organisations, 
of risk and return and of the Capital asset pricing model.

Business and ManageMent 2 – oPerations 
ManageMent and organisational BeHaviour
you will develop further your understanding of the 
key concepts of organisational behaviour, including 
management and leadership styles and the analysis 
of different cultural models. operations management 
sessions will focus on supply chain management and 
inventory planning.

Business and ManageMent 3 – strategY
you will develop your understanding of key models 
and concepts in the field of strategy. Building on your 
work in earlier modules you will consider topics such as 
resource and capability analysis, competitive advantage 
and corporate, global and diversification strategies. this 
module is assessed through a case study based on a 
ftSe100 company and so allows you to develop your 
skills as an independent learner, researching a range of 
materials and deploying techniques of critical analysis.

Pre-Masters Programme 
specialist Preparation



"I Would HIgHly reCommend HerIot-Watt 

unIverSIty, BotH tHe pre-maSterS and 

poStgraduate mSc programme for any 

InternatIonal Student. I Have tHorougHly 

enjoyed my tIme So far Here and am  

looKIng forWard to tHe year aHead on my 

maSterS programme."

noy (Sumalee jaIWangyen), tHaI 

pre-maSterS, noW StudyIng InternatIonal 

aCCountIng and fInanCe mSc
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teaCHIng eXCellenCe
In 2009, Heriot-Watt opened a new multi-million pound 
postgraduate Centre. It provides an opportunity for cross-
cultural and interdisciplinary exchange for postgraduate 
students. this community is currently 1500 strong with 
representation from around 100 countries.

the postgraduate Centre has lecture theatres, seminar, 
study and social spaces. advanced video-conferencing 
facilities enable research and teaching between on-
campus and off-campus students at many partner 
institutions worldwide.

We are consistently rated as one of the top universities 
by leading national newspapers, and almost all research 
activity is independently assessed at international or 
national excellence levels. 

learnIng BenefItS
We will provide you with the following:
•  the opportunity to develop the skills, qualities and 

values characteristic of all Heriot-Watt graduate 
and postgraduate students, including the personal, 
professional and enterprise skills required by employers;

•  work-based learning experiences so that the knowledge 
and skills can be put into practice. (depending on 
the programme, this may range from placements to 
projects involving industry or business);

•  the ability to use english to a high standard in an 
academic environment;

•  a range of feedback mechanisms to enable you to learn 
from assessment and improve your performance;

•  an international learning experience, reflecting  
Heriot-Watt’s cultural diversity and the international 
flavour of programmes offered by the university.

progreSSIon to your maSterS degree
the pre-masters leads to a range of specified mSc 
programmes in the fields of management and 
languages, maths and Computer Science, the Built 
environment and life Sciences:
•  International Business management with International 

finance
•  International Business management with Human 

resource management
• International Business management with marketing
• International Business management with logistics
• International Business management with Sustainability
• Information technology
• Construction project management
• real estate Investment and finance
• real estate management and development
• urban regeneration
• Sustainable river Catchment flood management
• Water resources and Catchment management
• engineering psychology
• Business psychology
• applied psychology

In addition, students can apply through the existing  
pre-masters route for a range of programmes on a case 
by case basis, including:
• renewable energy and distributed generation
• Bioprocessing
• energy
• forensic Science
• Sustainability engineering
• renewable engineering
• System level Integration
• embedded Systems
• mobile Communications

Masters study at Heriot-Watt  
a first-class educational experience
the relevance and quality of our programmes, our excellent study 
environment and the commitment of our staff are all recommended to 
those thinking of undertaking graduate study. Come and join around 
1100 masters students and 400 on-campus research postgraduates.
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InternatIonal BuSIneSS management 
WItH eItHer marKetIng/Human 
reSourCe management/fInanCe/
logIStICS or SuStaInaBIlIty ma
the programme is designed to enhance and build 
upon existing skills and/or experience to provide 
relevant business and management training and skills. 
graduates who have little or no business or management 
background in their first degree and who wish to gain 
a broad based business qualification to enhance their  
future career prospects will strongly benefit from this 
programme, as will those looking to develop business 
management knowledge and skills to allow them to 
change or further their careers.

InformatIon teCHnology (BuSIneSS)
on this programme students gain understanding and 
skills in key business management and It subjects at 
masters level. It covers the design and development of 
It systems, the management of It projects, developing 
businesses, and e-commerce. Business courses aim to 
stimulate business ideas and encourage entrepreneurship.

ConStruCtIon projeCt management
this programme equips graduates with the knowledge 
and skills to develop successful careers as professional 
project managers in the construction industry and 
beyond. the mSc programme is fully accredited by 
the royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and the 
Chartered Institute of Building, demonstrating its 
professional recognition and industrial relevance. the 
university is a Corporate member of the association for 
project management.

real eState management and 
development
In such a complex market, it’s important to understand  
all the factors that effect property management and  
development. this programme equips graduates to 
understand  the interactions and dynamics of the 
property market,  how financial markets work, how 
property development projects can be successfully carried 
out, how legal cases are constructed and won, and 
the factors that determine residential, commercial and 
industrial property values.

the mSc programme has professional accreditation 
from the royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors so the 
programme is suitable for graduates with an interest 
in  pursuing a career as a general practice chartered 
surveyor. 

urBan regeneratIon
the programme will provide knowledge of the factors  
affecting urban regeneration. graduates gain skills 
in developing and evaluating initiatives that promote 
sustainable neighbourhoods.

real eState InveStment and fInanCe
graduates who want to understand property as an 
asset class within national and international investment 
markets will gain the skills needed to research, analyse 
and advise on investment decisions accordingly. the 
mSc programme is accredited by the royal Institution  of 
Chartered Surveyors (rICS).

SuStaInaBle rIver CatCHment  
flood management
the debate about climate change has reached a 
consensus that the kind of floods experienced in recent 
years may become more common. In response, graduates 
are required to implement measures to protect life, 
property, the environment and economic growth both 
in the uK and elsewhere. this programme considers 
everything from how the planning process should 
work in areas with potential flood risk, to catchment 
hydrology, flood hazard, environmental protection and 
the conceptual design of flood protection schemes.

Water reSourCeS and CatCHment 
management
recent droughts and floods in the eu, India, australia, 
China, uSa and africa highlight the need for our 
water resources to be better managed. the aim of 
the programme is to provide a sound understanding 
of sustainable water resources issues by developing 
the knowledge and skills necessary for planning and 
management to meet the needs of the built and natural 
environment within the context of climate change. 
the programme is managed by the Sustainable Water 
management research group, one of the uK’s leading 
environmental water management research groups. 

BuSIneSS pSyCHology
the programme is aimed at people already in, or aspiring 
towards, a career in any business setting. It provides 
detailed understanding of all those aspects of psychology 
relevant to the workplace. 

applIed pSyCHology
applied psychology trains students to apply knowledge 
of psychological theory and evidence to solving real-
world problems. this is a distinctive programme that 
Heriot-Watt is proud to offer. 
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Masters degrees
once you have completed the pre-masters and reached the  
required grade, you will progress to your chosen masters degree. 
following are just some of the options; for a full list and description 
visit www.hw.ac.uk/isc



UNDerGraDUate
CertIFICate 
ProGraMMes

30 tHe undergraduate CertIfICate 

31  progreSSIon from tHe  
undergraduate CertIfICate

32 BuSIneSS and management

34 engIneerIng 

36  matHematICS, Computer SCIenCe  
and InformatIon SyStemS



30	 pre-masters	and	undergraduate	certificate	programmes 2011/12 	 progression	from	undergraduate	certificate	 31

www.hw.ac.uk/isc

SCHool of management  
and languageS
the School is one of the university’s largest and is 
internationally recognised as a leading provider of 
high quality education and research in its key areas of 
expertise. progression degrees include: 
• accountancy and finance
• Business and management
• economics
• languages and Intercultural Studies

SCHool of tHe BuIlt envIronment
the School offers a range of educational opportunities 
spanning the professions involved in the planning, 
design, construction and development of our 
environment and infrastructure. It is one of the leading 
Built environment research institutions in the uK. 
progression degrees include:  
• architectural engineering
• Civil engineering and Structural engineering
• Construction management and Surveying
• urban Studies

SCHool of engIneerIng  
and pHySICal SCIenCeS
the School enjoys an international reputation for its 
research and its close connection with the professional 
and industrial world of sciences, engineering and 
technology. progression degrees include: 
• physics
• Chemical engineering (with oil and gas technology)
• Chemistry
• electrical, electronic and Computer engineering
• engineering
• mechanical engineering

SCHool of lIfe SCIenCeS
the School has a number of specialist centres that aid 
teaching and research, including the world renowned 
International Centre for Brewing and distilling and 
the Centre for marine Biodiversity and Biotechnology. 
Interests span the life sciences, from microbe to human, 
and the impact of man on terrestrial and marine 
environments. progression degrees include: 
• psychology (applied)
• Biology

SCHool of matHematICal  
and Computer SCIenCeS (maCS)
the departments within maCS cover three areas - 
mathematics, actuarial mathematics and statistics,  
and computer science. maCS offers strong research and 
postgraduate programmes and a wide range of high 
quality undergraduate courses. It has top research and 
excellent teaching ratings and is a lively international 
centre for leading-edge developments and exciting new 
programmes. progression degrees include:
• Computer Science
• mathematics

SCHool of teXtIleS and deSIgn
the School is a centre of excellence for study and 
research in textiles and related industries. programmes 
match the needs of the high-tech textiles and fashion 
industries and is one of the world’s leading textile and 
fashion schools. It is engaged in leading-edge research 
projects in textiles, design, fashion, clothing and colour 
science. degrees include:  
• fashion
• fashion Communication
• fashion marketing and retailing
• Interior design

unIverSIty-Style teaCHIng
the undergraduate Certificate replaces the traditional
first year of a degree programme.

It introduces you to the style of teaching that you will 
experience when you progress onto the second year 
of your degree. this will include tutorials, seminar-style 
classes and larger group lectures.

Study StruCture
the undergraduate Certificate is modular in structure. 
you can choose one of three routes:
• Business and management
• engineering
•  mathematics, Computer Science and  

Information Systems

aSSeSSment
you will be assessed regularly throughout the 
programme. this will ensure that your progress is on 
track to achieve the standard required for progression 
onto your chosen degree programme. 

your development is monitored through:
•  end of module/term assessments:  

a combination of examinations and assessments of 
coursework, presentations, and extended essays.

•  Continuous coursework:  
mixture of lecture classes, small-group seminar work 
and directed self-study.

•  a series of presentations and extended essays as part of 
your overall assessment.

entry dates  
September 2011 or january 2012 
(September to june or january to august)
term dates
September start
term 1 – 12/09/11 to 09/12/11
term 2 – 09/01/12 to 23/03/12
term 3 – 10/04/12 to 15/06/12
january start
term 1 – 09/01/12 to 23/03/12
term 2 – 10/04/12 to 15/06/12
term 3 – 18/06/12 to 24/08/12
entry requirements
english language
• IeltS of 5.0 (minimum 4.5 in writing) or
• toefl 510 (180 computer-based test/64 internet-based 
test), or
• pearson test of english minimum 43, or equivalent*
academic
• good high school graduation grades, or equivalent
tuition fees 
See the enclosed application or visit www.hw.ac.uk/isc

visit www.hw.ac.uk/isc for information on entry 
requirements.

*if you do not have an IeltS or equivalent test, you can take our ISC 
pre-arrival english test

Progression from the  
undergraduate certificate
undergraduate teaching is structured around a number of schools of 
study. once you have completed your undergraduate Certificate and 
embarked upon your degree programme, you will be registered in one 
of the academic Schools, depending on your degree subject.

the undergraduate certificate
the undergraduate Certificate is a programme of academic subjects,
study skills and english language training designed specifically
to provide international students with a direct path to the second
year of their degree at the university.



entry requirements
academic:
•  good high school 

graduation grades or 
equivalent

english language:
•  Minimum ielts 5.0 (4.5 in 

writing), or

•  toefl 510 (180 computer-
based test/64 internet-
based test), or

•  Pearson test of english 
minimum 43, or equivalent

age
students are normally  
17 years old

tuition fees  
for details please see the 
enclosed application or visit 
www.hw.ac.uk/isc

if you do not have an  
ielts or equivalent you 
can take our isc Pre-arrival 
english test.

visit  
www.hw.ac.uk/isc 
for details of entry 
requirements, tuition fees 
and progression grades.

core suBJects
english and skills for university study 1, 2 and 3
over these three modules you will develop your  
english communication skills and learn a range of 
study skills, including: writing and reading strategies; 
presentation and seminar participation; organisation of 
time and materials, meeting deadlines and responding  
to feedback.

at the end of these modules you will be able to use 
english language in your own academic work, give  
well-structured presentations, confidently answer  
follow-up questions and contribute to seminar 
discussions; take notes from readings and lectures; plan, 
develop and write well-structured academic essays and 
be confident in self-directed learning strategies.

Project study
you will complete a self-study project related to the 
academic discipline you will study at degree level. your 
personal tutor will help you choose a suitable project.

core Mathematics
this module contains both algebra and statistics. you 
will develop your knowledge and understanding of 
mathematical terms and techniques and apply these to 
solving problems, frequently drawn from practical and
real-life situations.

sPecific route Modules
Principles of economics 1
you will be taught to understand economic systems, 
types of goods, allocation of resources, price elasticity 
and price controls, types of markets, cost and revenue, 
economies of scale and market failure.

Principles of economics 2
you will learn about aggregate demand and aggregate 
supply, economic policies, inflation, unemployment, 
international trade and development economics.

introduction to Business studies 1
In this module you focus on a wide range of issues,  
such as management styles, human resource practice  
and marketing.

introduction to Business studies 2
you will develop your understanding of the operational 
and strategic problems and ethical issues facing business 
people in the modern market economy.

introduction to Management accounting
you will be introduced to the role of management 
accounting and how it provides managers with 
information for decision-making, planning and control.

introduction to financial accounting
you will learn about double entry bookkeeping, 
preparation of trial balances, profit and loss statements, 
depreciation, limited companies, manufacturing accounts 
and interpretation of accounts.

acadeMic structure

BuSIneSS and 
management
undergraduate certificate

Programme length 
three terms:  
september to June or 
January to august

entry dates

september 2011 or  
January 2012

term dates
september start: 
term 1 – 12/09 to 09/12/11 
term 2 – 09/01 to 23/03/12 
term 3 – 10/04 to 15/06/12

January start : 
term 1 – 09/01 to 23/03/12 
term 2 – 10/04 to 15/06/12 
term 3 – 18/06 to 24/08/12
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accountancy and Business law 
Business and economics 
accountancy and finance 
Business and finance 
Business Management
Business Management with Business 
Business Management with enterprise 
Business Management with Human 
resource 

Business Management with Marketing 
economics 
economics and accountancy 
economics and Business law 
economics and Business Management 
economics and finance 
economics and Marketing 
international Business Management 
Management with Business law 

Planning and Property development
Psychology (applied)
Psychology
Psychology with Management

Leading to degrees in: 



core suBJects
english and skills for university study 1, 2 and 3
over these three modules you will develop your  
english communication skills and learn a range of 
study skills, including: writing and reading strategies; 
presentation and seminar participation; organisation of 
time and materials, meeting deadlines and responding  
to feedback.

at the end of these modules you will be able to use 
english language in your own academic work, give well-
structured presentations, confidently answer follow-up 
questions and contribute to seminar discussions; take 
notes from readings and lectures; plan, develop and write 
well-structured academic essays and be confident in self-
directed learning strategies.

Project study
you will complete a self-study project related to the 
academic discipline you will study at degree level. your 
personal tutor will help you choose a suitable project.

core Mathematics
this module contains both algebra and statistics. you 
will develop your knowledge and understanding of 
mathematical terms and techniques and apply these to 
solving problems, frequently drawn from practical and
real-life situations.

Pure Mathematics 1
you will look at and interpret straight lines and linear 
equations, set theory and probability, understand 
statistics, linear programming, indices, logarithms and 
experimental laws.

sPecific route Modules
Pure Mathematics 2
you will study further algebra, coordinate geometry, 
trigonometry, differentiation, integration, numerical 
methods and vectors.

applied Mathematics 1
you will look at vectors, forces and equilibrium, relative 
motion, newton’s laws of motion, friction and work, 
energy and power.

applied Mathematics 2
you will continue the study of mathematics by looking 
at advanced vectors, forces as fixed vectors, centres of 
gravity/centres of mass and particle dynamics.

Physics 1: Properties of Matter and Waves
you will cover sound, reflection, refraction, interference, 
diffraction, electromagnetic waves, strengths of solids, 
fluids, heat and gases and the structure of the atom.

Physics 2: electricity, electronics and fields
you will study electrical current and charge, potential 
difference, resistance, capacitance, transistors and 
amplifiers, electrical fields, gravitational, magnetic, and 
electromagnetic fields.

acadeMic structure

engIneerIng 
undergraduate certificate

34	 pre-masters	and	undergraduate	certificate	programmes 2011 /12 	 undergraduate	certificate	 35

automotive engineering 
architectural engineering
chemical engineering plus diploma in 
industrial training
civil engineering
civil engineering with international 
studies
structural engineering

structural engineering with 
architectural design
structural engineering with 
international studies
Building surveying
construction Project Management
Quantity surveying
electronic and Photonic engineering
electronic engineering with imaging 

science and technologies
civil and environmental engineering
chemical engineering 
chemical engineering with energy 
engineering
chemical engineering with 
Pharmaceutical chemistry
chemical engineering with oil and gas
chemistry with Materials 

chemistry with nanotechnology 
computational Physics 
computing and electronics 
electrical and electronic engineering 
electrical and electronic engineering 
(real time control and robotics)
electrical and electronic engineering 
(Microwaves and Photonics engineering)
electrical and electronic engineering 

(sustainable energy systems)
electrical and electronic engineering 
(Power and High voltage engineering)
electrical and electronic engineering 
(Mobile and digital communications)
electrical and electronic engineering 
(computer and internet engineering)
engineering Physics 
Mechanical engineering 

Mechanical engineering and energy 
engineering 
nanoscience
Photonics and lasers 
Physics 
Physics with electronic engineering 
Physics with environmental science 
robotics and cybertronics 

Leading to degrees in: 

entry requirements
academic:
•  good high school 

graduation grades or 
equivalent

english language:
•  Minimum ielts 5.0 (4.5 in 

writing), or

•  toefl 510 (180 computer-
based test/64 internet-
based test), or

•  Pearson test of english 
minimum 43, or equivalent

age
students are normally  
17 years old

tuition fees  
for details please see the 
enclosed application or visit 
www.hw.ac.uk/isc

if you do not have an  
ielts or equivalent you 
can take our isc Pre-arrival 
english test.

visit  
www.hw.ac.uk/isc 
for details of entry 
requirements, tuition fees 
and progression grades.

Programme length 
three terms:  
september to June or 
January to august

entry dates

september 2011 or  
January 2012

term dates
september start: 
term 1 – 12/09 to 09/12/11 
term 2 – 09/01 to 23/03/12 
term 3 – 10/04 to 15/06/12

January start : 
term 1 – 09/01 to 23/03/12 
term 2 – 10/04 to 15/06/12 
term 3 – 18/06 to 24/08/12



core suBJects
english and skills for university study 1, 2 and 3
over these three modules you will develop your english 
communication skills and learn a range of study skills, 
including: writing and reading strategies, presentation 
and seminar participation, organisation of time and 
materials, meeting deadlines and responding to feedback.

When you have completed these modules you will be able 
to take notes and write essays in english. you should also 
have the confidence to give presentations, answer follow-
up questions and contribute to seminar discussions.

Project study
you will complete a self-study project related to the 
academic discipline you will study at degree level. your 
personal tutor will help you choose a suitable project.

Pure Mathematics 1
you will learn to understand and interpret straight lines 
and linear equations, set theory and probability, statistics,  
linear programming, indices and logarithms and 
experimental laws.

sPecific route Modules
MatHeMatics and coMPuter science routes
applied Mathematics 1
you will look at vectors, forces and equilibrium, relative 
motion, newton’s law of motion, friction and work, 
energy and power.

MatHeMatics route
Pure Mathematics 2
you will deepen your understanding of algebra,  
co-ordinate geometry, trigonometry, differentiation, 
integration, numerical methods and vectors.

Choose one from:
Physics 1: Properties of Matter and Waves
you will cover sound, reflection, refraction, interference, 
diffraction, electromagnetic waves, strengths of solids, 
fluids, heat and gases and the structure of the atom.
or
introduction to Business studies
you will focus on a wide range of issues, such as 
management styles, human resource practice and 
marketing.

Choose one from:
Principles of economics 1 
you will look at economic systems, types of goods, 
allocation of resources, elasticity, and price controls, types 
of markets, cost and revenue, economies of scale and 
market failure.
or 
introduction to Management accounting
you will learn how management accounting helps 
managers in decision-making, planning and control.
or 
Physics 2: electricity, electronics and fields
you will study electrical current and charge, potential 
difference, resistance, capacitance, transistors and 
amplifiers, electrical fields, gravitational, magnetic, and 
electromagnetic fields.

Choose one from:
Principles of economics 2
you will learn about aggregate demand and aggregate 
supply, economic policies, inflation, unemployment, 
international trade and development economics.
or
applied Mathematics 2
you will look at advanced vectors, forces as fixed vectors, 
centres of gravity/centres of mass and particle dynamics.

coMPuter science route
computing 1
you will develop an understanding of the range of 
problems that relational database applications can help 
to solve and the principles applied in providing solutions.  
you will be introduced to the basic system analysis and 
design and will acquire the skills and systematic methods 
of implementing, testing and documenting database 
solutions.

computing 2
In this module you will learn Hypertext mark-up language 
(XHtml) used in the creation and display of pages on the 
World Wide Web. you will be introduced to interactive 
web page design and will use javaScript programming 
language to give added functionality. 

computing 3
In this module you will be introduced to object-orientated 
programming and will develop an understanding of further 
computing concepts such as programming algorithms, the 
application of basic usability and good design as applied 
to program interfaces and oop design of classes, objects, 
methods and data.

Pure Mathematics 2
Continue your studies in this subject and deepen  
your understanding of algebra, co-ordinate geometry, 
trigonometry, differentiation, integration, numerical 
methods and vectors.

inforMation sYsteMs route
core Mathematics
Contains both algebra and statistics. develop your 
knowledge and understanding of mathematical terms and 
techniques and apply these to solving problems, frequently 
drawn from practical and real-life situations.

computing information technology 1
develop an understanding of database applications, 
systems analysis and design. learn how to apply this 
understanding to develop problems and solutions. 

computing information technology 2
learn the basics of Hypertext mark-up language (XHtml) 
used in the creation and display of pages online. learn 
about programming languages that develop web page 
functionality (with a focus on javaScript).

computing information technology 3
gain further valuable knowledge to proceed onto  
a degree programme in the area of computing sciences.  
this includes looking at object-orientated programming.

introduction to Business studies
focus on a wide range of issues, such as management 
styles, human resource practice and marketing.

introduction to Management accounting
get an introduction to the role of management accounting 
in providing managers with the information for decision-
making, planning and control.

* subject to validation  ** progression to year one only

acadeMic structure

matHematICS,  
Computer SCIenCe and 
InformatIon SyStemS*
undergraduate certificate

computer science
information systems
Mathematics
Mathematics with computer science
Mathematics and computer science
Mathematics with economics
Mathematics with Management

Mathematics with Physics**
Mathematics with statistics**
software engineering
Mathematics with statistics

Leading to degrees in: 
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entry requirements
academic:
•  good high school 

graduation grades or 
equivalent

english language:
•  Minimum ielts 5.0 (4.5 in 

writing), or

•  toefl 510 (180 computer-
based test/64 internet-
based test), or

•  Pearson test of english 
minimum 43, or equivalent

age
students are normally  
17 years old

tuition fees  
for details please see the 
enclosed application or visit 
www.hw.ac.uk/isc

if you do not have an  
ielts or equivalent you 
can take our isc Pre-arrival 
english test.

visit  
www.hw.ac.uk/isc 
for details of entry 
requirements, tuition fees 
and progression grades.

Programme length 
three terms:  
september to June or 
January to august

entry dates

september 2011 or  
January 2012

term dates
september start: 
term 1 – 12/09 to 09/12/11 
term 2 – 09/01 to 23/03/12 
term 3 – 10/04 to 15/06/12

January start : 
term 1 – 09/01 to 23/03/12 
term 2 – 10/04 to 15/06/12 
term 3 – 18/06 to 24/08/12



an application form is enclosed with this prospectus. 
further forms are available from your local representative 
or online at www.hw.ac.uk/isc. your application will 
need to include all copies of academic transcripts and 
certificates of english language qualifications. If you do 
not have an IeltS or similar test you can take our ISC  
pre-arrival english test.

please note: all students’ english and numeracy skills will 
be tested on arrival and study plans may be changed 
accordingly. this can incur additional costs.

to apply dIreCtly
you can apply directly by contacting a Student enrolment 
adviser online at www.hw.ac.uk/isc

alternatively, send your completed application to the 
address printed at the bottom of the form.

to apply tHrougH your loCal 
repreSentatIve
Complete the application form and return it to your local 
educational representative.

tuItIon feeS
details of tuition fees can be found in the enclosed 
application form or at www.hw.ac.uk/isc

for furtHer InformatIon
If you need further information, our expert  
Student enrolment advisers are available to provide help 
and advice. you can contact them online or on:  
+44 1273 339333

entry reQuIrementS and  
progreSSIon gradeS
Students can find detailed entry requirements  
in the ‘admission’ section at: www.hw.ac.uk/isc

Students can find required grades for progression  
to the university in the ‘your degree’ section at:  
www.hw.ac.uk/isc

agents can find this information on the  
Heriot-Watt ISC page at: studygroup.com/partners

aBout tHe pre-maSterS and 
undergraduate CertIfICate 
programmeS
the pre-masters and undergraduate Certificate 
programmes at Heriot-Watt university International 
Study Centre are run by Study group, a world leader in 
education and training for international students. every 
year, Study group provides exceptional educational 
programmes for 50,000 students from 120 countries.

If you need to improve your english language to the 
required level for your ISC academic programme, you can 
take our english language preparation programme at the 
ISC.

undergraduate CertIfICate
you will need an IeltS of 5.0 (with 4.5 in writing) or 
equivalent to start the programme. 

If you have IeltS 4.0 or equivalent, you will need one 
term of elp.

you can start in june, prior to undergraduate 
Certificate start in September, or in September prior to 
undergraduate Certificate start in january.

If you have an IeltS 3.0 or equivalent, you will need 
two terms of elp. you can start in april prior to 
undergraduate Certificate start in September, or in june 
prior to undergraduate Certificate start in january.

pre-maSterS programme
you will need an IeltS of 5.0 (with 5.0 in writing) or 
equivalent to start the 3-term pre-masters programme. If 
you have an IeltS of 4.0, you will need one term of elp. 

you can start in either june for pre-masters start in 
September or in September for pre-masters start in 
january.

If you have an IeltS of 3.0, you will need two terms of 
elp. you can start in either april for pre-masters start in 
September or in june for pre-masters start in january.

* april start date subject to availability

Start dateS
two term: april or june 
one term: june or September

How to applyenglish language Preparation (elP)
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International admissions Centre
1 Billinton Way
Brighton
Bn1 4lf
united Kingdom
t: +44 1273 339333

every effort has been taken to ensure the accuracy of 
information in this publication at the time of going to 
press. for updated information visit www.hw.ac.uk/isc

this brochure has been printed using vegetable based 
inks on environmentally friendly paper by the gemini 
group, one of less than 5% of printers in the uK with 
ISo14001 accreditation.

Heriot-Watt university is a registered trademark.  
the pennant logo is a trademark of the university.  
neither can be used unless prior written permission has 
been obtained.
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